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PREFACE 

History of ANSA. 
 
ANSA originated as result of fishing developments following the war, an increasing number of anglers 
started using modern tackle mainly bait casting rods and reels imported from the U.S., for bass, 
barramundi and for surfcasting. Developments are reflected clearly in magazines of the period. (Outdoors 
was first published in 1948, Anglers Digest in 1950). 
 
There was an increasing recognition that the sporting value of many Australian species was not reflected 
in existing organisations. 
 
From 1960 forward, a number of people had thought of the idea of a new sportfishing organisation. I do 
not know who was "first" to think of it but I do know that it was discussed for quite a few years by Sydney 
anglers and people such as myself - a country boy. I can put a finger on one such discussion, held on the 
roadside just south of Kiama, between myself, Jack Erskine and Ed Pratt. That was January 1964 during 
my first round Australia trip. I had started my exploration of Australian fishing on July 1 1963. The next 
couple of years, after repeated visits, I had realised that North Queensland offered the most potential for a 
fishing future. Others such as George Bransford had decided the same way. 
 
I built my home in Cardwell in 1966, with the bricklaying being done by my friend Ed Pratt, who had 
moved north to Cairns about the same time. The ANSA concept was understood by a number of Cairns 
anglers, and I believe its success came because it reflected what was happening to Australian fishing. It 
could not have succeeded otherwise. 
 
In February 1967 we formed the "Australian National Sportfishing Association" at a meeting in the old hall 
at Yorkey's Knob, just north of Cairns.  
 
Within a few months a constitution had been drawn up and an account opened in the Cairns branch of the 
Bank of NSW in the name of the "Australian National Sportfishing Association" It is worth a mention that 
the late Wal Hardy was patron of that initial organisation. 
 
Dick Lewers recorded that the NSW group "got the message" of the Cairns movement and responded by 
forming what was then the NSW division of ANSA on Saturday August 12 1967.  
 
Three months later, in November 1967, Jack Erskine and Clyde Kelton with three NSW sport fishermen 
from Wollongong, John Kettle, Peter Fuller, and Bill Ferguson visited North Queensland in a light plane. 
Discussions took place with the Cairns group and the accepted name of ANSA was endorsed by both 
groups. However, it had already become clear that the NSW fraternity would not accept the Cairns 
constitution. Then, as now, State Divisions (branches) were more representative of regional interests. 
Accordingly, the Cairns ANSA group met on February 7 1968 and became instead the Cairns Sportfishing 
Club.  
 
At this time there was no Queensland Division as such, however Dick Lewers and the National 
Organisation have always recognised that the Cairns Sportfishing Club has the unique distinction of being 
the first ANSA club. 
 
The first NSW ANSA club was the St.George Sportfishing club, which had its first general meeting on 
November 13 1968. On December 13 1969 the first official body was formed as the "Australian National 
Sportfishing Association". The original A.N.S.A. badge design was selected from a competition published 
in "AUSTRALIAN SPORTFISHING", Summer edition 1969. The winning design was submitted by John 
Renolds, Liverpool, NSW. 
 
It was agreed to form the first record chart from the then existing Queensland and N.S.W. record charts. 
ANSA's first official Queensland division was formed on August 5 1970 with only three clubs - Cairns, 
Maryborough, and Cardwell, with a State total of 150 members.  
 
So far as ANSA goes the story since has been one of steady growth. We now have more than 200 clubs 
Nation wide. We are represented on every State fishing council, at Federal level, and on IGFA. Looking 
back we can see that the hassles over constitutions and rules, even point scores, were part of the process of 
developing sportfishing on a truly representative and wholly Australian basis. 
 
One of the nicest thoughts is that many of those people who contributed to the forming of the association 
are still with us today. 
 
Vic McCristal 



 4 

The talk on the previous page was given by Vic at a Queensland State wide meeting held in Cairns, (1988).  
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National Executive Director’s Report (Acting Chairman) 
 
2021/22 has been another challenging year for all of us. Just when we appear to have put the era 
of drought and bushfires behind us and with Covid restrictions considerably relaxed we have 
seen much of the state devastated by flooding events on an unprecedented level. The impacts of 
flooding and continuous bouts of extreme weather have been disastrous for many coastal and 
inland river communities and a disaster for our marine habitat. In my lifetime I have never seen 
such damage to our inland river systems and likewise the destruction of coastal habitat with 
devastating flow on impacts for marine life in both salt and freshwater environments. The only 
positives from these recent extreme weather events are that  our inland waterways are at last no 
longer running dry and governments at a national and state level seem to be making the right 
noises about taking action to address and contain these natural disasters. 
 
In spite of these challenges, recreational fishing seems to still be riding a popularity wave with 
more people than I can remember wetting a line and getting outdoors. Unfortunately this 
recreational fishing boom has not morphed across to the local fishing club scene and this is 
refelected in the low number of record and master caims submitted over the past year.  Covid 
related restrictions  have made it very difficult for clubs to get together for social gatherings or to 
participate in traditional organised competitive events and to travel. In spite of these challenges 
it is a credit that some clubs  have shown  initiative and kept in touch with their members via 
social media, video meetings and the running of virtual fishing competitions and events. 
 
It is evident from the decline in ANSA memberships nationally over the past few years that our 
network of affiliated clubs continue to  face membership challenges. Now that nature has done 
its best to throw its worst at us, and we have weathered the extremes, we can now hopefully look 
forward to a time when our clubs and members can get back to business as usual and take 
advantage of the boom in recreational fishing to restore  and grow their club numbers and 
activities. It is encouraging to see a number of branches have had success in restoring their 
member numbers over the past year. 
 
To assist clubs and members financially over these tough times ANSA National has kept 
membership fees at a 50% discounted level since 2019/20. This concession has now ended and 
membership fees have reverted back to the level prevailing some 3 years ago. This was not a 
decision taken lightly by the National executive and It is hoped that members can understand  
this decision and that the restoration of fees to their former level will not constitute  an undue  
burden to clubs and members.  
 
 National is still in a good financial position even though our cash reserves have  fallen by some 
$10k over the past 3 years as a consequence  of the fee concession and reduced membership 
numbers. Expenditure has been contained where possible and we are in a good position going 
forward - both the ANSA and the Angel Ring project websites have now been replaced  with 
more secure and user friendly sites with no pesky popups, the line tester has been updated and 
serviced, our stock of merchandise has been replenished and we have donated $2500 to NSW 
branch for the Angel Ring project. 
 
On the national scene we have just experienced a change in the Federal  government and with 
NSW elections scheduled to occur before March 2023 it will be an interesting era going forward.  
Prior to the Federal election, ANSA in conjunction with fellow members of the Australian 
Recreational Fishing Foundation (ARFF) did prepare and present an Election Manifesto to all 
the mainstream political parties detailing our expectations for the future direction and priorities 
of recreational fishing. The opportunity has not yet been presented for a meeting with the new 
Labor Ministry to reach some certainty in terms of the manifesto but this is being progressed as 
a priority. It is to be hoped that the National Recreational Fishing  Council will be preserved as a 
mechanism for direct dialogue with the government on all issues of relevance to recreational 
fishing. 
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The incoming Labor government did pleasingly respond to pre election pressure to give a  
commitment to not roll back the existing Commonwealth Marine Park plans of management to 
those that existed when it was last in office and as most will recall, a more extensive range of 
fishing exclusions and restrictions was the prevailing party policy. I will during November be 
attending the next scheduled meeting of the Temperate East Marine Park Advisory Council ( 
TEMPAC) and it will be interesting to see if there is any change of policy and direction of Parks 
management. I will also keep membership informed of our progress and engagement with the 
new government.  
 
Important dates to keep in mind for this year will be Gone Fishing Day to be held on 9 October 
2022 and the World Recreational Fisheries Conference which will be held in Melbourne over 18 - 
23 February 2023. The conference theme will be around keeping pace in a dynamic and 
challenging world with changing fisheries. It has been many years since the last conference was 
held in Australia and this will be a great opportunity for participation by resident recreational 
fishers. 
 
I will also take this opportunity to put in a plug for Ozfish Unlimited which as most of you will 
already know is doing great work in the field of fish habitat rehabilitation across the nation. I 
have been a serving board member of Ozfish since its inception seven years ago and it is one of 
the great success stories where recreational fishers and others who have a passion for the marine 
habitat have come together to undertake significant projects such as seagrass restoration, 
installation of shellfish/ oyster reefs, river renagging/fish hotels, mangrove/saltmarsh 
rejuvenation, fish screens on irrigation pumps and fish emergency initiatives on the Murray 
Darling such as the translocation of endangered native species and oxygenation of drought 
distressed inland river systems. I would like to see ANSA members more closely involved with 
Ozfish projects and engaged in activities that safeguard and preserve our critical habitat. To 
learn more about Ozfish have a look over its website at ozfish.org.au and give serious thought to 
joining up as a member or getting your club involved with a habitat project in your local area. 
Being involved with Ozfish may also open the door to new ANSA memberships. 
 
Finally I would like to express my gratitude to not only those colleagues on the National 
executive but also to all those state branch committee members and their affiliated clubs and 
members for sticking with ANSA over these extraordinary hard times and keeping the ANSA flag 
flying. Well done everyone. 
 
Regards and best wishes for a safe and  joyful year ahead. 
 

 
John Burgess 
Executive officer/ Director - ANSA National Ltd 
Vice President – ANSA NSW Branch 
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National Finance Director’s Report  
 

ANSA - AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD 
ACN 063 293 514 

FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2022 
 
Financial statements for the financial year end 30 June 2022 together with comparative 
results for the preceding year are appended. The following points are highlighted: 
a) The Association traded at a deficit of $3966 for the 2021/22 year. This was an 

improvement on the budgeted deficit of $7350... 

 

b) Income over the 2021/22 year of $5250 was less than budget forecast of $7150. 

Member affiliation fees $4774 were less than budget $6000 and well short of fee 

revenue of $12847 generated over 2019/20. This revenue reduction was due to a 

temporary reduction of membership fees by 50% as a Covid relief initiative to assist 

ANSA branches/ clubs and their members combined with a reduction in overall 

membership. Bank interest of $36 was below budget of $150 reflecting the prevailing 

low interest rate environment and web advertising revenue $220 was slightly below 

budget of $300. ANSA Ware sales of $220 were well below budget $700. 

  

c) Expenditure over the 2021/22 year was $11735 as compared to budget $145000.  

Main variances to budget were savings on travel expenses $0 (budget $1000), 

post/stationary $1019 (budget $1500), conference fees $0 (budget $1000), Line Tester 

Service $0 (budget $300), Website $1120 (budget $200), Computer upgrade $500 

(budget $0). $2519 was also paid to ANSA NSW for the Angel Ring project but this was 

paid out of an existing residual provision for the same amount in respect of unspent 

FRDC funding and $3407 was expended on the acquisition of ANSA Ware merchandise. 

 

d) The Association at year end 30 June 2022 possessed total assets of $86631 ($93116@ 

2021)  consisting of cash at bank $7843, term deposit $72066, ANSA Ware stock on 

hand $6717 and accrued but unpaid interest $5. Overall the company had a net equity of 

$86631 at 30 June 2022. 

e) A financial budget forecast for the 2022/23 year is attached. For the coming year the 
association is forecasting a deficit of $1200. This deficit is predicated on income for the 
coming year of $11850 which is significantly above  last year's revenue of $5250 mainly 
as a consequence of cessation of the membership fee concession and reversion to the fee 
structure applicable prior to Covid.. Expenditure of $10650 is forecast for 2022/23 
which is  slightly less than last year's spend of $11735 and budgeted expenditure of 
$14500 

The Executive will endeavour to reduce this deficit by containing expenses wherever 
possible but adequate reserve funds are on hand to cover such a deficit should it 
eventuate. 

 

 

Patricia Wloch 

Finance Director  

15 September 2022 
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National Membership Director’s Report 
 
ANSA National’s total overall membership at the year ending 30.6.2022 was comprised of 2198 
membership in Australia. Unfortunately Covid 19 has had an effect on our overall membership, 
but the member States have enbarked on a membership drive to recover those losses in 
membership. Despite this, this year’s national membership is slightly higher by 146 members. 
 
Branch census and membership forms are very important. Completing the census form correctly 
and receving the quarterly membership by the due dates for each quarter is essential. To date all 
branch census forms have been received and our contact email database has been updated. I 
urge all States to update their committee contact details for the coming financial year 
(2022/2023) and get these details to me urgently. It is imperative that a new census form be 
completed and submitted to ANSA National. This ensures the flow of information is reaching the 
desired contacts in each State. Membership form submissions by most States as a whole have not 
been received for the first quarter of the 2022/2023 year and are due on the 31st October 2022. 
The States are urged to get returns in on time. If there are Branches that need any sort of 
assistance each quarter, please contact me and collectively we can work things out. 
 
If you are not receiving ANSA National information please contact me and I can sort this out 
with you or your Branch or Club. 
 
Promotion of ANSA at a National, Branch and Club level is a high priority, particularly as a 
means of sourcing new members. ANSA National has its high quality promotional brochures. 
These brochures have been avaliable for some time now. The brochures can be tailored to suit 
the unique needs of individual Branches and Clubs. The brochures are avaliable free to Branches 
and Clubs upon request. Contact me if you require a supply.  
 
Other promotional material such as ANSA ware is still avaliable and is moving ahead in leaps 
and bounds since the inception of online purchases and payments. ANSA National has plently of 
stock so ensure your members know this. It’s just another way your State or Clubs within your 
State can promote ANSA. There is plenty of stock of approved ANSA brag mats. All your ANSA 
ware can be purchase online by simply visiting the “ANSA Shop” on our website at 
www.ansa.com.au/shop/. No more forms or cheques. 
 
Remember, ANSA ware can be used to promote ANSA and your club and serve as an effective 
membership recruitment tool. Prices are very reasonable across the entire product range.  
 
ANSA National’s website is traveling well. The website address is www.ansa.com.au.  
 
The ANSA National facebook page is active and has some 1115 likes. This is slightly more likes 
than this time last year (1085 likes). If you haven’t like the ANSA National FackBook page, 
please do. Make sure you promote the ANSA National Facebook page amongst your member 
clubs. The page itself hits thousands of Facebook walls and is just another way ANSA is ensuring 
current information and events can be communicated to its members nationally, whilst raising 
the interests of those who are not yet ANSA members. Visit the ANSA National Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/ANSA.National.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Joe Garufi 
Business Director 
ANSA National 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ansa.com.au/shop/
http://www.ansa.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/ANSA.National
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National Recorder’s Report (Line Class) 
 

 
 
 



 26 

National Recorder’s Report (Trophy Length Only) 
 
Another year has passed with Covid disappearing with Queensland holding up the 
records this year. 
 
31 records were claimed with Qld claiming 23 and South Australia with 8. 
 
The year has been quiet but there were some very good catches. 
 
Jordan Stoddart with a Black Jew of 1210 mm 
Beau Britton with a Saddletail Snapper of 1000 mm  
Levi Nash with a Mulloway of 1465 mm  
Steve King with a Giant Herring of 1150 mm 
Rohan Bailey (Junior) with a Spanish Mackerel of 1400 mm 
Helen Johnson with a Sth Saratoga of 820 mm 
 
Of the fish captures for the year over 60% were released. With Covid just about gone this 
season 22-23 should be a better season, so let’s get some claims in. 
Be safe and keep fishing 
 

 
 
Steve Kings Giant Herring taken on lure at Stanage Bay Qld 
 

 
 
Helen Johnson Saratoga taken from Cania Dam Qld 

 
 

 
Ken Johnson 
National Trophy Length Recorder 
Kfish1955@bigpond.com 
0417114103 
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National Masters Keeper Report 
 
I hope that this report finds you all safe and well. I am enjoying my second year of being 
Master Keeper and I enjoy opening emails from the state recorders, as I never know 
what type of claim to expect. Being in South Australia we don’t get the abundance of 
species that the northern states and territories have, so it’s exciting to see what people 
have been catching. I dream to catch some of the species that are being sent through to 
me for Masters claims. 
 
This year we had 14 approved Masters claims which is down on 2020/21’s claims. We 
have had a trending decline in claims from 28 in 2019/20 and 23 in 2020/21. The 
obvious answer to this is the lack of fishing to COVID restrictions and movement 
limitations. Hopefully now that is all behind us and were back out on the water catching 
some good fish. 
 
Queensland was the standout state with 12 of the 14 claims coming from them. Victoria 
was the only other state to lodge claims with 2. New South Wales and South Australia 
usually put in their fair share of claims but it must have been a lean year in those states. 
 
The dominant type of claim this year was in the Specie Division, accounting for 10 of the 
14 claims. These species were Cobia, Crimson Snapper (3), Bludger Trevally, Spangle 
Emperor, Spanish Mackerel, Javelin Fish, Saratoga and Queenfish. We had 3 Trophy 
Length claims and 1 Land Based Gamefishing. 
 
Helen Johnson was again the shining light with 8 Masters claims. She had some really 
special Masters length ones too, with a 60 & 70 crimson snapper, 50 Spanish Mackerel 
and 60 Saratoga. Pick of the lot for me was getting Helen’s 60 Trophy Length claim. To 
me that is astonishing as I don’t think I would have caught 60 species in my life let alone 
60 Masters Length Species. Congratulations Helen on your fantastic fishing year. 
 
There were 2 people this year who notched up their first 10 Trophy Length, Steve 
Halfpenny from Portland SFC and Will McUtchen from Bundaberg SFC. Well done guys, 
great achievements. 
 
David Russell from Bellarine Light Game & Sportfishing Club managed to claim his 10 
Land Based Gamefishing Masters. What a great achievement for David and I believe that 
this is the first time anyone has ever claimed a Land Based Gamefishing Masters.The 
definition for “Landbased” is the fisher during the whole time of fishing, hooking, 
playing and landing the fish, is standing or sitting on land or a platform or structure 
securely and permanently attached to the land. Well done David on this top 
achievement. 
 
I look forward to the Masters claims coming in again this year. I hope that everyone has 
a safe and prosperous fishing year. Tight Lines. 
 
Simon Green 
Master Keeper 
ANSA National 
 
simon.green.80@outlook.com.au 
Ph : 0456866318 
 
 

 
 

mailto:simon.green.80@outlook.com.au
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ANSA New South Wales Report 
 
It has been hard to remain focussed on all things fishing these past few years with 
2021/2022 a carbon copy of the preceding few years. I have witnessed firsthand the 
costs and impacts to the ANSA NSW membership via the effects of Covid and lock 
downs.  
 
I have seen South Sydney AFA almost buckle under these impacts and as President it has 
taken a lot to keep our doors open and at the same time I sympathise with the other 
ANSA NSW clubs. Conventions were cancelled, meetings cancelled and gatherings 
severely curtailed. It was only in the tail end of 2022 fishing year that we saw things pick 
up with a great Convention hosted by the Sea Beas at Lake Lyell and things starting to 
get back to normal…or some sense of normality. 
 
We have not been absent from our roles at ANSA NSW, with communications with the 
Clubs and Committee ongoing, however the face to face element has been missing which 
I am sure no of us ever realised how important this would be, especially for me. 
On the bright side we have been trying to get the ANSA NSW App up and running, but 
challenges with the developers have been ongoing as most businesses struggled as 
through 2021/2022. We are hopeful to have this up and running soon. Live updates, 
scoring, recording is what we are aiming for to help drive new members to existing clubs 
and to streamline the process and engagement with ANSA NSW. We are at a mock up 
stage with some preliminary testing having occurred and have planned to launch and 
online event in late 2022. 
 

   
 
 
The other good thing is that my own club, South Sydney AFA has been able to run with 
the Member Jungle App / Membership software that now allows us to have members 
join direct, manage the membership, accept online payments and allows us to tailor 
make the App do what we need it to do. 
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It is a subscription based service tailored to larger clubs but the support has been 
fantastic and the members have embraced the new platform remarkably well. It means 
everything to do with SSAFA is in the palm of their hands.  
 
ANSA NSW has had an initial meeting with the ANSA NSW Club, ALBAA (Australian 
Land Based Anglers Ass) to discuss the Member Jungle package, and whist they are very 
keen to progress subscription fees were an issues. The developers have agreed to reduce 
the fees and work with ANSA NSW to tailor a package for its Clubs so as to try and 
reduce the cost burden. This will be our focus in 2022/2023, seeing if we can develop an 
ANSA NSW membership app to help its clubs manage its members in a modern and 
efficient way.  
 
The benefits have been great, with a series of roles within the software having been 
developed that has now encouraged a greater member involvement as access is granted 
to certain parts of the package, events coordinators, gallery contributors, blog 
editors…the list goes on. 
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NSW Angel Rings Report 2021/2022 
 
It has been business as usual for the past year with the support team at the Angel Ring 
Project doing its best to stay on top of the endless demand for new rings and 
replacements. 
 
ANSA NSW is encouraging all members to like and stay in touch via social media at: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Angel-Rings-1484152515202556  
and also the Angel Ring website:  http://angelring.com.au/  
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Angel-Rings-1484152515202556
http://angelring.com.au/
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All ANSA NSW clubs and their members should be aware that these Angel Rings (orange 
life buoy's) are easily identifiable from any other life buoy with the following marks, a 
NSW Recreational Fishing Trust logo which has funded several operational grants since 
the early 2000's, and a ANSA NSW Logo along with the embossed wording if found, to 
call the ANSA NSW Free Call 1800 079 009 and leave your details and a brief message 
or if you see an Angel Ring post is bare.  
 
Interfering with or removing from public use any type of 'Public Rescue Equipment' can 
incur a $5,000.00 Fine and a Criminal Record for life should a person be found guilty of 
such laws and if there is an opportunity to help ANSA NSW spread the word, ANSA 
NSW Clubs are encouraged to do so.  
 
Finally it was amazing to have ANSA National donate $2519.00 to ANSA NSW to 
purchase spare Angel Rings and the Sea Bees Fishing Club donate $750.00 to the Angel 
Ring Project. These were the proceeds from their Lake Lyell Convention and will go to 
helping some of the costs incurred by the Project.  
On behalf of the ANSA NSW Committee, many thanks to the Sea Bess and ANSA 
National for the donations. 
 
NSW Tagging Report 2021/2022 
 
The most recent Game Fish Tagging Annual Report has been published and offers some 
insight on what has been happening in NSW.   
Since 2006, an annual report on the NSW DPI game fish tagging program has been 
prepared by game fishing guru, Julian Pepperell. These annual reports summarise the 
tagging and recapture efforts for each season (by financial year), highlighting significant 
recaptures, trends and biology of some of our favourite species.   
   
Some of the key highlights of the 2020/21 season include;   

🔹10,207 fish were tagged in 2020/21.   

🔹The 500,000th fish was tagged in the program’s history   

🔹The first recorded movement of a striped marlin from Australia to New Zealand   

🔹New time-at-liberty record for a Samson fish – 12 years   

🔹A kingfish recaptured twice, once after 629 days, the second after another 330 days. –  
 
That fish had travelled approximately 3,000 km during its 959 days at liberty   
If you would like to learn more about the 2020/21 tagging season or would like to check 
out any previous season reports, please head to the DPI website - 
https://bit.ly/3IN6WeK 

 
 

https://bit.ly/3IN6WeK
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The Great Swordfish Race Update: 
 
We had 2 swords tagged in 2021/2022 which was great to see. Al McGlashan has been leading 
the charge. 
 
On 8th July, Al McGlashan deployed a Satellite Tag (PSAT) into a Swordfish of approximately 
90kg whilst fishing at the productive fishing grounds off Mallacoota, Victoria. Al and his son 
Cooper McGlashan had spent a few days fishing the area and had released a small swordfish and 
kept a fish of 250kg.  
 
This was the third to their boat and they made the call to tag the fish based on the opportunity 
available. We understand the fish was in excellent condition when boat side, making it a great 
candidate for tagging. Whilst it was a NSW PSAT tag deployed in Vic waters, the fish are 
recognised to be from the same stock. 
 
Tagging provides valuable data on this exciting new recreational fishery, including information 
on the timing and availability of swordfish in NSW, whether swordfish tend to return back to the 
same grounds seasonally and their suitability for catch and release. DPI is undertaking this 
project in collaboration with the Australian National Sportfishing Association (NSW) and NSW 
Game Fishing Association. The data from this project will also be used as part of a larger project 
being undertaken by Dr Sean Tracey, Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS), with 
similar objectives completed in Tasmania and currently underway in Victoria (both supported by 
funds from FRDC and a Victorian Recreational Fishing Grant). 
 
Pop-up satellite archival tags (PSATs) are used to track the movement of marine animals, 
particularly highly migratory species such as sharks, tuna and billfish. The tags are like mini 

computers that are externally attached to the fish and travel along with the fish whilst logging 
information on water depth, light levels and temperature, and gathering information on 
its location (geolocation).   
 

                            
 
This allows us to gain a greater understanding of the behaviour of the fish, their migratory 
patterns and catch and release survival.  The great benefit of satellite tags is that they do not 
have to be retrieved to collect the recorded information. After a predetermined time (twelve 
months) the tag decouples from the fish and ‘pops-off’, floating to the surface. The tag then 
transmits the data that it has stored whilst it has been underwater to orbiting satellites that pass 
overhead. This data is then relayed back to DPI and ANSA NSW. 
 
 
On 28th April dedicated swordfish angler, Al McGlashan, and his family-based team have 
satellite tagged another swordfish off Mallacoota, Victoria. The swordfish was estimated to be 
around 40kg and was the second swordfish of the trip. The first was a fish of around 130 kg that 
was unfortunately hooked in the dorsal fin. This resulted in the fish not being a good candidate 
for release, likely due to the direction of water flow whilst being fought to the boat, so this fish 
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was kept for the table. The 40kg juvenile was tagged on 16 April and was caught on the last drop 
for the day. It was described as being in excellent condition with the hook dropping out of the 
fish when it was boatside and powering away to the depths with the tag in place.  
 
Tagging under the ‘Great Swordfish Race’ project provides us with valuable data on this fishery, 
including information on the timing and availability of swordfish, whether swordfish tend to 
return back to the same grounds seasonally and their suitability for catch and release. DPI is 
undertaking this project in collaboration with the Australian National Sportfishing Association 
(NSW) and NSW Game Fishing Association and have also partnered with the Institute for 
Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS) which has a similar swordfish program underway.   
 

 
 
The advocacy side of the coin has also been well serviced with ANSA NSW making multiple 
submissions to all things fishing in NSW. 
Every single ANSA NSW member, Club Committee member and State Executive member should 
be extremely honoured and gratified that a small 0.001% can be pivotal in swaying how the NSW 
and Federal Governments decide on all of the stakeholder’s access to the land, water and 
resource. This is why all of us should put our hands up to lead, build our clubs up and try and 
leave the fishery in a better way than we found it. 
Here is a link to the ANSA NSW Annual Report, take a look at what has been happening in NSW. 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/585a364bebbd1a4dd38b4335/t/63097bdc30322706e12
5e2b0/1661565943743/Annual+Report+20212022.pdf  

 
 
 

 
Stan Konstantaras 
President 
ANSA New South Wales 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/585a364bebbd1a4dd38b4335/t/63097bdc30322706e125e2b0/1661565943743/Annual+Report+20212022.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/585a364bebbd1a4dd38b4335/t/63097bdc30322706e125e2b0/1661565943743/Annual+Report+20212022.pdf
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ANSA Queensland Report 
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ANSA South Australia Report 
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ANSA Tasmania Report 
 

This season has been a quiet one for ANSA members, with less formal trips and a push 
towards simply getting out for a fish with club members when time and weather permits. 

All trips that were held had great attendance and were a great success. 

As with last year, trips continue to have a trend towards more family trips with many 
members bringing along their little ones to experience fishing and what the club offers. 

A trend I would like to see this year is the continuation of more unformal trips. For many 
of us it can be hard to get time off work for some of our larger trips or funds simply won’t 
allow for it. So I urge all members to reach out to all members when heading out for a 
weekend or afternoon fish. 

A special thanks to James Cooper, Tony Pergar and Mark Direen for stepping up and 
really starting to push new trip locations. I look forward to seeing what the next 12 
months has in order. 

Also massive thanks to Andrew Edwards who thanklessly works behind the scenes 
representing us in Tarfish and all his other duties in the club. 

Let’s all make this season our best one yet. 

Thomas Crawford 

ANSA Tas president 
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ANSA Victoria Report 
 

It’s been a bit like ‘Groundhog Day’ these past couple of years, however, there does now 
appear to be some light at the end of the tunnel as we all start getting on with life again.  
This has been a very testing time for so many people and whether you like fishing, golf, 
cycling or any activity we have all suffered and been affected in some way.  
 
Unfortunately the ANSA Victoria State Championships were cancelled this past year due 
to the uncertainty of clubs being able to host Conventions.  With the start of this year’s 
State Championship all members seem to be very keen to come together for a 
Convention but also just for a social catch up, many have not seen each other for the past 
2 years. We all certainly look forward to some friendly competition again, fingers crossed 
for an uninterrupted year! 
 
It is great to see “Length Only” being embraced by members and clubs with more of it 
now coming into Conventions and record claims remaining steady in this division. As we 
continue to evolve with our ever changing environment many discussions and ideas will 
come forward and I think this progression is currently very much alive and healthy. 
 
Congratulations to Greensborough Angling Club for their successful application to host a 
Convention at Lake Nagambie in 2023.  Nagambie has become a great destination for 
anglers due to the hard work the Victorian Fisheries Authority have put into it with 
stocking of native fish and habitat restoration and protection. I am sure this one will be a 
great success! 
 
As expected, ANSA memberships in 2021/22 were again down considerably to just 198 
compared to over 300 pre-pandemic. The good news was that Ballarat has re-affiliated 
keeping the number of affiliated clubs at 10.  I expect most clubs will have felt the impact 
of COVID both financially and socially and it will no doubt take some time to get back to 
where we were pre-pandemic in early 2020. 
 
 
Wayne Zita 
Secretary 
Vic Branch 
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ANSA Western Australia Report 
 

Another year has flown by, still we have disruption and restrictions with yet more to 
come in the West. 
 
We have been putting up with the demersals closure for years and stocks are recovering 
yet the Government of the day have decided that the recovery is not going to meet the 
targets set and have now decided on a total closure for 9 months. This had led to outrage 
among all, fisho’s, tackle stores, bait suppliers, boat manufacturers and so on. 
 
Our peak body Rec Fish West have tried to get a meaningful dialog on common grounds 
but with little success and we are all waiting to see what the minister is going to 
announce in a months’ time. 
 
My visit to the CPBA club in the Metro area last November was received well but I was 
unable to resurrect an operational group within members as nobody was willing to take 
on the challenge and there was little interest from the young? 
 
WESTAG tagging is still operational and our members are helping INFO-FISH home in 
on the 1,000,000 tagged fish, this may well happen this year, what a milestone from the 
initial start so many years ago. 
 
NBSC in the North based out of Dampier are the last remaining active club in WA and 
will be taking over the running of ANSA WA. 
 
This club has many young family members with a good base of seniors to look after the 
states affairs. The young from this club regularly have 20 or so record claims per year 
with many successful. 
 
I have to pass on the duties due to continuing family requirements but will remain as a 
member of KOAC based in Kalbarri for visitors to enjoy a relaxing day fishing. 
 
I was hoping to fly over for a farewell barby at the old clubhouse with members I will 
remember fondly, farewell to the motley mob. 
 
Steve Wiseman. 
Outgoing President  
ANSA Western Australia 


