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PREFACE 

History of ANSA. 
 
ANSA originated as result of fishing developments following the war, an increasing number of anglers 
started using modern tackle mainly bait casting rods and reels imported from the U.S., for bass, 
barramundi and for surfcasting. Developments are reflected clearly in magazines of the period. (Outdoors 
was first published in 1948, Anglers Digest in 1950). 
 
There was an increasing recognition that the sporting value of many Australian species was not reflected 
in existing organisations. 
 
From 1960 forward, a number of people had thought of the idea of a new sportfishing organisation. I do 
not know who was "first" to think of it but I do know that it was discussed for quite a few years by Sydney 
anglers and people such as myself - a country boy. I can put a finger on one such discussion, held on the 
roadside just south of Kiama, between myself, Jack Erskine and Ed Pratt. That was January 1964 during 
my first round Australia trip. I had started my exploration of Australian fishing on July 1 1963. The next 
couple of years, after repeated visits, I had realised that North Queensland offered the most potential for a 
fishing future. Others such as George Bransford had decided the same way. 
 
I built my home in Cardwell in 1966, with the bricklaying being done by my friend Ed Pratt, who had 
moved north to Cairns about the same time. The ANSA concept was understood by a number of Cairns 
anglers, and I believe its success came because it reflected what was happening to Australian fishing. It 
could not have succeeded otherwise. 
 
In February 1967 we formed the "Australian National Sportfishing Association" at a meeting in the old hall 
at Yorkey's Knob, just north of Cairns.  
 
Within a few months a constitution had been drawn up and an account opened in the Cairns branch of the 
Bank of NSW in the name of the "Australian National Sportfishing Association" It is worth a mention that 
the late Wal Hardy was patron of that initial organisation. 
 
Dick Lewers recorded that the NSW group "got the message" of the Cairns movement and responded by 
forming what was then the NSW division of ANSA on Saturday August 12 1967.  
 
Three months later, in November 1967, Jack Erskine and Clyde Kelton with three NSW sport fishermen 
from Wollongong, John Kettle, Peter Fuller, and Bill Ferguson visited North Queensland in a light plane. 
Discussions took place with the Cairns group and the accepted name of ANSA was endorsed by both 
groups. However, it had already become clear that the NSW fraternity would not accept the Cairns 
constitution. Then, as now, State Divisions (branches) were more representative of regional interests. 
Accordingly, the Cairns ANSA group met on February 7 1968 and became instead the Cairns Sportfishing 
Club.  
 
At this time there was no Queensland Division as such, however Dick Lewers and the National 
Organisation have always recognised that the Cairns Sportfishing Club has the unique distinction of being 
the first ANSA club. 
 
The first NSW ANSA club was the St.George Sportfishing club, which had its first general meeting on 
November 13 1968. On December 13 1969 the first official body was formed as the "Australian National 
Sportfishing Association". The original A.N.S.A. badge design was selected from a competition published 
in "AUSTRALIAN SPORTFISHING", Summer edition 1969. The winning design was submitted by John 
Renolds, Liverpool, NSW. 
 
It was agreed to form the first record chart from the then existing Queensland and N.S.W. record charts. 
ANSA's first official Queensland division was formed on August 5 1970 with only three clubs - Cairns, 
Maryborough, and Cardwell, with a State total of 150 members.  
 
So far as ANSA goes the story since has been one of steady growth. We now have more than 200 clubs 
Nation wide. We are represented on every State fishing council, at Federal level, and on IGFA. Looking 
back we can see that the hassles over constitutions and rules, even point scores, were part of the process of 
developing sportfishing on a truly representative and wholly Australian basis. 
 
One of the nicest thoughts is that many of those people who contributed to the forming of the association 
are still with us today. 
 
Vic McCristal 
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The talk on the previous page was given by Vic at a Queensland State wide meeting held in Cairns, (1988).  
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National Executive Director’s Report (Acting Chairman) 
 
Its great to see life back to normal for most of us but it is still going to take some time 
before we fully recover from the impacts of extreme weather, pandemics and a global 
financial crisis which have plagued the nation over recent years.   
 
On reviewing the 2022/23 year it is regrettable but understandable that many of our 
longstanding clubs have not been able to weather the combination of these unfortunate 
events. This is not a problem unique to any one state as most state branches of ANSA are 
experiencing similar challenges as are other recreational fishing peak bodies. Hopefully 
there will be opportunities to bring these clubs back into the ANSA fold now that the 
popularity of recreational fishing has bounced back and the hardships of the past few 
years now seemingly behind us. 
 
ANSA National and most branches did concessionally reduce their membership fees to 
assist clubs cope with Covid financial impacts  but this concession ended last year. The 
National Executive is mindful that some clubs and branches are still doing it tough and 
stand ready to do whatever it can to assist branches and clubs over these challenging 
times.  
 
Fortunately our opportunities to go fishing and the general state of our fisheries have not 
been unduly affected by these events and by all accounts the fishing tackle, boating and 
camping trade sectors are experiencing a boom time with so many of us wanting to 
spend more leisure time outdoors with family and friends enjoying the healthy life style 
of being at one with nature.  
 
According to the recently released "National Social and Economic Survey of Recreational 
Fishers" around one in five Australians goes fishing at least once a year. In fact the 
number of people who go fishing has increased from around 3.4 mill in 1999/2000 to 
4.2 mill over 2020. Australians spend an estimated 28 million days fishing each year and 
contribute over $11 billion to the national economy and keep over 100,000 in jobs. From 
a social licence perspective 61% of all Australians felt recreational fishing was a very 
acceptable activity and another 8.1% found it moderately acceptable. Only 8.2% felt it 
was unacceptable and another 12.7% were unsure. 
 
Against this background of more recreational fishing it is surprising that the number of 
record and master claims and meritorious captures submitted over 2022/23 continues 
to decline and only a very small number of members are submitting claims. Maybe it's 
just that record captures are harder to make these days or maybe some species are more 
elusive and tighter fishing regulations are all having an impact - or is it more than that. 
This is an issue ANSA National and the Branch network need to have a think about. 
 
The challenge for ANSA across the nation is to continue on its pathway of rebuilding 
club and member numbers and to provide more appeal to existing and potential 
members. 
There is no quick fix or silver bullet for making this happen but the opportunities are 
obviously there and we need to think outside the box as to how we react to these 
opportunities, in particular to generate more appeal to the younger generation of 
recreational fishers of being part of an ANSA club. 
 
Also given the social and economic value of recreational fishing to the nation and its 
member states it is evident that more recognition must be given to the sector by 
government at all levels and our value properly measured when making policy which 
impacts directly or indirectly upon recreational fishing. It is up to all of us as individuals 
to get this message across to all within the broad circle of government to give 
recreational fishers a fairer go.  
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Of current concerns nationally are proposals for offshore wind power generation and gas 
extraction and potential related impacts upon fishing access and the marine 
environment.The issue of fish pain and condemnation of capture and release practice 
and the use of live baits continue to build momentum and this level of extreme 
conservation is now expanding its focus to include commercial fishing, invertebrates and 
farming practices.  
 
We need to be on guard to preserve and enhance our environmental social licence by 
doing more to better look after our marine environment.There are opportunities for 
ANSA members to get more involved with fish habitat rehabilitation activities with 
bodies such as Ozfish who are always looking for new partners to jointly undertake 
rehabilitation projects. This is great way to build on the social licence of recreational 
fishing and to make a positive and meaningful difference to our marine environment as 
well as interacting with like minded individuals who could be potential club members. If 
you want to know more about Ozfish visit the website (info@ozfish.org.au) or get in 
touch with me direct. 
 
An important date to keep aside is Gone Fishing Day usually held over the 2nd weekend 
of  October. This is a national event conceived by the Australian Recreational Fishing 
Foundation (ARFF) and supported by most  State Fishery agencies and the Tackle 
industry. Its worth throwing your  weight behind this national annual event which has 
strong public support and presents a great opportunity to promote  club fishing activities 
and advance the many social economic and health benefits of recreational fishing. This is 
another opportunity to promote your club and ANSA. 
 
Financially, ANSA National is in a sound position. Our cash reserves did take a $10k hit 
over the period of Covid and are now recovering as a consequence of the restoration of 
pre Covid membership fees. ANSA is budgeting to achieve a modest surplus of $920 over 
the 2023/24 based on a slight increase in membership fee revenue and improved 
interest earnings on its term deposit. On the expenditure side we have built in a 
provision to cover the cost of a face to face meeting over 2024 and potential reprinting of 
the Rule Book. The National executive will endeavour to improve this surplus by lifting 
revenue and containing expenses where possible. 
 
Finally I would take this opportunity to acknowledge and  express my gratitude for the 
support provided by my colleagues on the National executive and to those branch 
committee members and their affiliated club members who are the back bone of ANSA. 
 
Regards 

 
John Burgess. 
Executive Officer/ Director. ANSA National Ltd. 
Vice President. ANSA NSW. 
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National Finance Director’s Report  
 

ANSA - AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD 
ACN 063 293 514 

FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023 
 

Financial statements for the financial year end 30 June 2023 together with comparative results 
for the preceding year are appended. The following points are highlighted: 
 
a) The Association traded at a surplus of $5227 for the 2022/23 year. This was an improvement 

on the budgeted surplus of $1200 and a turn around on the deficit of $3966 incurred over 

2021/22. 

 

b) Income over the 2022/23 year of $14316 was ahead of budget forecast of $11850. Member 

affiliation fees $11747 were ahead of budget $11000 and well ahead of fee revenue of $4774 

generated over 2021/22. This revenue improvement was due to cessation of the 50% 

membership fee concession provided over the Covid lockdown and a slight recovery in 

membership numbers. Bank interest of $428 was well above budget $50 due to the lift in deposit 

rates over the last qtr of 2022. Web advertising revenue $220 was slightly below budget of 

$300.and ANSA Ware sales of $1921 were well above budget $500. 

  

c) Expenditure over the 2022/23 year was $9089 as compared to budget $10650.  Main 

variances to budget were savings on travel expenses $0 (budget $1000), conference fees $0 

(budget $1000), ANSA Promotion $0 (budget $500), donations/tributes $0 (budget $200) and 

records/masters expenses $40 (budget $400). 

 

d) The Association at year end 30 June 2023 possessed total assets of $91858 ($86631@ 2022)  

consisting of cash at bank $13774, term deposit $72102, ANSA Ware stock on hand $5585 and 

accrued but unpaid interest $397. Overall the company had a net equity of $91858 at 30 June 

2023. 

e) A financial budget forecast for the 2023/24 year is attached. For the coming year the 
association is forecasting a surplus of $920. This modest surplus is predicated on income for the 
coming year of $16600 which is  above last year's revenue of $14316 mainly as a consequence of 
an ongoing  recovery in membership numbers and a sustained appetite for ANSA Ware. Ongoing 
elevated interest rates on term deposits should generate some $2800 over 2023/24 as compared 
to modest interest earnings over  recent years.  Expenditure of $15680 is forecast for 2022/23 
which is  well above last year's spend of $9089. Major expenses include $4000 for travel and 
accomodation - this expenditure relates to a proposed face to face meeting of the national 
executive and branch delegates sometime over the first half of 2024 -  no travel and 
accomodation expenditure  has been incurred since 2019/20. A $2000 allowance has been made 
for possible reprinting of the ANSA Rule book should this be necessary as a consequence of any 
rule changes that might arise out of the rule review to be conducted over 2023/24. 

 

The executive will endeavour to improve on the projected surplus by lifting revenue and 
containing expenses wherever possible. 

 

 

 

 

Patricia Wloch 

Finance Director  

15 September 2022 



 8 

 
 



 9 

 

 
 
 



 10 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 11 

 

 
 
 



 12 

 
 
 

 
 



 13 

 
 
 
 
 



 14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 15 

 
 
 
 
 



 16 

 
 
 
 
 



 17 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 18 

 
 
 
 
 



 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 20 

 



 21 

 
 

 



 22 

 
National Membership Director’s Report 
 
ANSA National’s total overall membership at the year ending 30.6.2023 was hovering just under 
3000 members nationally. Our overall membership is trending up and hopefully this coming 
finanical year we will see the membership surpass 3000. 
 
Branch census and membership forms are very important. Completing the census form correctly 
and receving the quarterly membership by the due dates for each quarter is essential. To date all 
branch census forms have been received and our contact email database has been updated. I 
urge all States to update their committee contact details for the coming financial year 
(2023/2024) and get these details to me urgently. It is imperative that a new census form be 
completed and submitted to ANSA National. This ensures the flow of information is reaching the 
desired contacts in each State. Membership form submissions by most States as a whole have not 
been received for the first quarter of the 2023/2024 year and were due on the 31st October 2023. 
The States are urged to get returns in on time. If there are Branches that need any sort of 
assistance each quarter, please contact me and collectively we can work things out. 
 
If you are not receiving ANSA National information please contact me and I can sort this out 
with you or your Branch or Club. 
 
Promotion of ANSA at a National, Branch and Club level is a high priority, particularly as a 
means of sourcing new members. ANSA National has its high quality promotional brochures. 
These brochures have been avaliable for some time now. The brochures can be tailored to suit 
the unique needs of individual Branches and Clubs. The brochures are avaliable free to Branches 
and Clubs upon request. Contact me if you require a supply.  
 
Other promotional material such as ANSA ware is still avaliable and is moving ahead in leaps 
and bounds since the inception of online purchases and payments. ANSA National has plently of 
stock so ensure your members know this. It’s just another way your State or Clubs within your 
State can promote ANSA. There is plenty of stock of approved ANSA brag mats. All your ANSA 
ware can be purchase online by simply visiting the “ANSA Shop” on our website at 
www.ansa.com.au/shop/. No more forms or cheques. 
 
Remember, ANSA ware can be used to promote ANSA and your club and serve as an effective 
membership recruitment tool. Prices are very reasonable across the entire product range.  
 
ANSA National’s website is traveling well. The website address is www.ansa.com.au.  
 
The ANSA National facebook page is active and has some 1199 likes. This is slightly more likes 
than this time last year (1115 likes). If you haven’t like the ANSA National FackBook page, please 
do. Make sure you promote the ANSA National Facebook page amongst your member clubs. The 
page itself hits thousands of Facebook walls and is just another way ANSA is ensuring current 
information and events can be communicated to its members nationally, whilst raising the 
interests of those who are not yet ANSA members. Visit the ANSA National Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/ANSA.National.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Joe Garufi 
Business Director 
ANSA National 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ansa.com.au/shop/
http://www.ansa.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/ANSA.National
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National Recorder’s Report (Line Class) 
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National Recorder’s Report (Trophy Length Only) 
 
2023/24 was another quite year with only 11 Record claims being awarded . Of these 
record captures only 50 % were returned to the water alive which is  less than we would 
prefer given our commitment to catch and release under this record category and our 
conservation ethos. Records were awarded for captures made only in Queensland and 
South Australia - other states need to try a bit harder.  
 
Queensland with 10 Records - Sub Junior 4, Junior 3 and Senior 3. 
South Australia 1 Senior. 
 
Some notable captures for the season were, Rohan Bayley a junior from the Bundaberg 
SFC with a Spanish Mackerel of 1400 mm Captured at Bargara Qld. 
Simon Green from the Northern District Sportfishing Club SA with an 880 mm Western 
Blue Groper taken from Wedge Is SA. 
  
Ken Johnson from the Bundaberg SFC with a 930 Giant Sea Catfish captured at the back 
of Hinchinbrook Is Qld. 
 
Rebecka O’Connor with a Sickle fish of 480 mm taken out of the Kolan river Qld. 
 
 

 
 
Rohan Bayley with his Spanish Mackerel of 1400 
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Ken Johnson with his 930 mm Giant Sea Catfish 
 
 

 
 

Rebecka O’Connor with a 420 Sickle fish 
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Simon Green with his Blue Groper of 880. 
 

With the new season upon us and Covid behind, I hope all members are able to get out 
on the water and catch their Trophy fish. Good luck and tight lines 
 
Ken Johnson 
National Trophy Length Recorder 
Kfish1955@bigpond.com 
0417114103 
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National Masters Keeper Report 
 
I hope that this report finds you all safe and well. This year, on the Master Keeper front, 
it has been a little quiet compared to previous years. What was lacking in quantity 
though, was well and truly made up for by the quality of Masters fish. This year we had 
only 8 Masters claims submitted compared to 14 Masters claims in 2021-22 and 23 
claims in 2020-21. This decrease is slightly concerning and it would be great to turn it 
around and get back towards the 20 claim mark each year. This year I’m going to raise 
more awareness around the Masters process within our clubs and members, in the hope 
of boosting the claims up. 
 
This year of the 8 Masters claims only Queensland (with 7) and South Australia (with 1) 
were represented. It’s no surprise that Helen Johnson from Bundaberg Sportfishing 
Club scooped the pool yet again with 5 claims, followed by Nelson Philips, also from 
Bundaberg Sportfishing Club, with 2 claims and then Paul Wolfendale from Northern 
Districts Sportfishing Club had one claim. 
 
Paul’s Masters claim was for his 10 trophy length Bight Redfish / Nannygai. Nelson 
scored his first 10 trophy length Australian Bass and then followed it up with his 20 
trophy length Australian Bass six months later. Well done on your achievements. 
 
Helen Johnson scored her 50 trophy length Javelin Fish which is a great achievement. 
Without doubt, Helen must have been fishing hard for Saratoga this year and it shows in 
her Masters claims. Helen has claimed her 70, 80, 90 and then 100th trophy length 
Saratoga. The 70th was caught on 3rd of March 2022 and the milestone 100th was caught 
on the 27th of February 2023. What a fantastic achievement it is to reach 100 trophy 
length Saratoga and going through the records, I can not find anyone else who has 
reached a 100 of any species trophy length, so congratulations Helen on the milestone 
and I’m now looking forward to what is next on your list. 
 
I always look forward to new claims coming through and seeing what people have 
achieved, so please get them through to me. I hope that we all have a great fishing year 
with plenty of Masters claims crossing my desk.  
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Simon Green 
Master Keeper 
ANSA National 
 
simon.green.80@outlook.com.au 
Ph : 0456866318 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:simon.green.80@outlook.com.au
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ANSA New South Wales Report 
 
It was great to see us all out and about fishing again as ANSA NSW members and Clubs. 
I watched with great interest what our clubs have been up to and the great catches their 
members made in 2022/2023. It was great to see the Conventions up and running like 
the old days, well at least like they were 3 and 4 years ago.  
 
The Clubs that hosted these conventions went out of their way to promote the ANSA 
NSW ethos which was great to see.  
 
The images below sum up what it’s all about; 
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This also got me thinking about fishing as a sport or Sportfishing under the ANSA 
banner so I did what any one else would and asked Chat GTP! 
 
Q: Fishing as a Sport 
A: Here are some points highlighting the reasons why fishing is considered a popular 
sport: 
 
1. Skill and Technique: Fishing requires knowledge of different fishing techniques, 
equipment, and strategies. Understanding the behaviour of fish, bait selection, and 
casting techniques are all part of the sport. Developing and honing these skills can be 
challenging and rewarding. 
 
2. Relaxation and Recreation: Fishing provides an opportunity to connect with nature 
and find relaxation. It allows individuals to escape the hustle and bustle of daily life, 
enjoy peaceful surroundings, and appreciate the beauty of natural water bodies. 
 
3. Physical and Mental Well-being: Fishing involves various physical activities such as 
casting, reeling, and manoeuvring the fishing rod, which can improve hand-eye 
coordination and motor skills. Spending time outdoors in a natural environment can 
also have positive effects on mental health, reducing stress and promoting overall well-
being. 
 
4. Competition: Fishing can be enjoyed as a competitive sport, with tournaments held 
locally, nationally, and internationally. Competitive fishing events often involve catching 
the largest or most fish within a specific time frame, with participants vying for prizes, 
recognition, and personal satisfaction. 
 
5. Conservation and Environmental Awareness: : Fishing as a sport often promotes 
conservation and environmental awareness. Anglers are often concerned with the health 
and preservation of fish populations and their habitats. Many fishing organizations 
advocate for sustainable fishing practices, catch-and-release techniques, and the 
protection of fish species and their ecosystems. 
 
6. Bonding and Socializing: Fishing can be a social activity that brings friends, family, or 
even strangers together. It provides an opportunity for people to spend quality time 
together, engage in conversation, and create lasting memories. It also offers a platform 
to share knowledge, tips, and experiences with fellow anglers. 
 
7. Variety of Fishing Options: Fishing can be enjoyed in various settings such as 
freshwater lakes, rivers, or saltwater coastlines. Different types of fish species can be 
targeted, each requiring unique techniques and equipment. This variety allows anglers to 
explore new fishing environments, adapt to different conditions, and broaden their 
skills. 
 
Overall, fishing as a sport combines elements of skill development, relaxation, 
competition, conservation, and socialization, making it a popular and fulfilling 
recreational activity for people of all ages and abilities.” 
 
So the answer is ANSA!  
 
All of the points above make the case for joining any ANSA Club. 
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Something to really think about and appreciate the benefits and reasons why a fishing 
club is the way to go, even AI can’t be wrong. I implore each one of you to reach out and 
bring a new member into the ANSA scene and help them enjoy their fishing a bit more,  
tell ‘em, Chat GTP sent you. 
 
Moving on from AI, on the advocacy side of the coin has also been well serviced with 
ANSA NSW making multiple submissions to all things fishing in NSW. 
 
Every single ANSA NSW member, Club Committee member and State Executive 
member should be extremely honoured and gratified that a small 0.001% can be pivotal 
in swaying how the NSW and Federal Governments decide on all of the stakeholder’s 
access to the land, water and resource.  
 
On reviewing the past fishing year it is regrettable but understandable that many of our 
longstanding NSW clubs have not been able to weather the combination of these 
unfortunate events. Our affiliated club and membership numbers are currently sitting at 
21 and 806 respectively which is a slight improvement on the numbers for the prior year 
but well short of where we were some 4 or 5 years ago when Branch club numbers 
hovered at around 40 and membership was around 1200.  
 
This is not a problem unique to NSW as most state branches of ANSA are experiencing 
similar challenges as are other recreational fishing peak bodies. ANSA National and 
NSW Branch have concessionally reduced their membership fees over the past 3 years to 
assist clubs financially but this concession ended last year. The NSW Branch Committee 
stands ready to do whatever it can to assist clubs over these difficult times.   
  
Fortunately our opportunities to go fishing and the general state of our fisheries have not 
been unduly affected by these events and by all accounts the fishing tackle, boating and 
camping trade sectors are experiencing a boom time with so many of us wanting to 
spend more leisure time outdoors with family and friends enjoying the healthy life style 
of being at one with nature.    
 
According to the recently released "National Social and Economic Survey of Recreational 
Fishers" around one in five Australians goes fishing at least once a year. In fact the 
number of people who go fishing has increased from around 3.4 million in 1999/2000 to 
4.2 million over 2020. Australians spend an estimated 28 million days fishing each year 
and contribute over $11 billion to the national economy and keep over 100,000 in jobs. 
NSW and the ACT conjointly spend an estimated 10 million days fishing each year and 
generate $4 bill for the national economy and carry 33,000 jobs. From a social licence 
perspective 61% of all Australians felt recreational fishing was a very acceptable activity 
and another 8.1% found it moderately acceptable. Only 8.2% felt it was unacceptable and 
another 12.7% were unsure.   
 
The challenge for ANSA across the nation is to continue on its pathway of rebuilding 
club and member numbers. There is no quick fix or silver bullet for making this happen 
but the opportunities are obviously there and we need to think outside the box as to how 
we react to these opportunities, in particular to generate more appeal to the younger 
generation of recreational fishers of being part of a club.  Also given the social and 
economic value of recreational fishing to the nation and its member states it is evident 
that more recognition must be given to the sector by government at all levels and our 
value properly measured when making policy which impacts directly or indirectly upon 
recreational fishing. It is up to all of us as individuals to get this message across to all 
within the broad circle of government.  
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Of current concern are proposals for offshore wind power generation and gas extraction.   
In this context it is pleasing that NSW DPI has stocked 67,000 juvenile Mulloway into 
the Georges River, 36,000 into the Hastings River and 23,000 into Lake Macquarie. We 
need to see more initiatives such as this to give mother nature a helping hand and 
likewise to also to improve our access to all waterways with the provision of better 
boating and fishing infrastructure across the state. With the recent changes to 
government at a Federal and State level the time is right for recreational fishers and the 
marine estate and environment to be given a fairer go.    
 
There are also opportunities for ANSA members to get more involved with fish habitat 
rehabilitation activities with bodies such as Ozfish who are always looking for new 
partners to jointly undertake rehabilitation projects. This is great way to build on the 
social licence of recreational fishing and to make a positive and meaningful difference to 
our marine environment as well as interacting with like minded individuals who could 
be potential club members. If you want to know more about Ozfish visit the website 
(info@ozfish.org.au) or get in touch with me direct. 
 
This is why all of us should put our hands up to lead, build our clubs up and try and 
leave the fishery in a better way than we found it. 
 
Stay safe and stay in touch. 
 

 
Stan Konstantaras 
President 
ANSA New South Wales 
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ANSA Queensland Report 
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ANSA South Australia Report 
 
Membership this year has been a little down on the previous year with 202 members (-
38 on the previous year) with 54 Juniors included in that figure (-16 on the previous 
year). We managed to have a new club, Country & Coast Anglers Association come on 
board but sadly we lost 2 clubs (Adrenaline Fishing Club and South Australian 
Sportfishing Association). I believe that the late Knut Gassmanis was holding SASA 
together and sadly the club folded not long after his death. We went from 8 associate 
clubs down to 7 this year. We’re hoping for a bit of an uplift next year in our 
membership. 

ANSA SA is an affiliate of South Australia’s peak Body Recfish SA which is supported by 
ANSA members with some holding board positions as directors. 

Recfish SA this year has taken over running the Reeling In Junior Ambassador’s 
program and has run two clinics in the past 12 months, one in the Riverland and the 
other at Hope Valley reservoir, both of which were filled to capacity and were very 
successful. The Reeling In Juniors program was previously run by Lee Van Soest our 
ANSA SA president and it was her passion. Sadly, with the decline in her health, she had 
to pass the program on and Recfish SA was the best candidate. 

Recfish SA, in conjunction with Greening Adelaide, (with many ANSA members taking 
part) organized a swap over program for yabbie nets exchanging the now illegal opera 
house nets for the new pyramid type. This saw 2000 nets swapped over which a pleasing 
outcome for all was involved. 

It’s been a busy year for Recfish SA with board members now sitting on many state 
government committees and advisory bodies. 

You may be aware that we have had a severe decline in our snapper stocks over the past 
decade to the point that they are now a fully protected species in our gulf waters and on 
the west coast. The only place we can catch them is the South-East of the state, as 
science has shown that it is the same breeding stock as the Victorian snapper which 
seem to be in good numbers. 

Canvassing PIRSA, Recfish SA has had the snapper limit for the South-East sector 
doubled for recreational fishers from one fish to two per day. The rest of the state 
remains closed for snapper fishing. 

A ‘snapback’ program was presented, and well received by the state government, to get 
fishers sustainably fishing for snapper again once the closure has ended. 

Talks have been held with local councils in the South-East refarding a native fish 
stocking program in the South-East of the state and talks are progressing well. 

Boat ramps and fishing jetties around the state are an ongoing issue due to a lack of 
maintenance by Infrastructure SA and Recfish SA have been making various 
recommendations and this is ongoing. 

Recreational fishing in South Australia has now been independently assessed as being 
worth in excess of one billion dollars to the south Australia economy, giving recreational 
fishers some clout when dealing with state government bodies. Recfish SA is now 
moving in the right direction and has the ears of many government bodies. 
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Seventy seven offshore wind turbines have been proposed for the prime fishing, rock 
lobster and pristine marine life area just off Pt MacDonnell in the South-East of South 
Australia. This is a potential disaster as the area is home to over 60 species of seabirds, 
significant amounts of southern bluefin tuna that regularly are 100kg plus, blue whales 
that migrate in this area due to the abundance of krill and the Southern Hemisphere’s 
biggest rock lobster fishing fleet. Some public consultation has happened and there has 
been plenty of individuals and groups voicing their concerns including RecFish SA.  
 
A decision hasn’t been made whether the project will go ahead yet but for the sake of the 
pristine environment there we hope that the project will not happen. 
 
Next year we are expecting a few changes on the ANSA SA committee. We have been 
running with a temporary secretary this year and the President has indicated that they 
may stand down.  
 
 
Simon Green 
Stand in Secretary 
Treasurer 
ANSA SA 
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ANSA Tasmania Report 

This season on the fishing front has been great for ANSA Tas members. 

A late season start for most species has seen the trout and tuna fishing extend well past 
its normal fishing times. 

Trips have been well attended and as always spirits have been high. 

By all reports the rivers are looking full and is set to produce an epic trout season. 

Our voice in TARfish continues to be heard strongly through the efforts of Andrew 
Edwards and I would like to express our thanks for his hard work. 

ANSA Tasmania is eager to see the results of discussions regarding TARfish and its 
restructure in 2024. 

Tasmania continues to see many changes in our Salt water fisheries management, in 
particular the discussed restrictions around Striped Trumpeter, Flat head, Cray fish and 
squid.   

ANSA Tas is watching closely and taking on board comments from various sources and 
fishers to get a balanced view on future management of our fishery. 

To my other committee members thank you again for your work throughout the year. 

To all members and friends of the club who help us run our trips, I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank you for your support throughout the year. 

 
Tom Crawford 

ANSA Tas President 
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ANSA Victoria Report 
 

It is pleasing to finally have a report in a year that went along pretty much uninterrupted 
for a change, although we still had one Convention cancelled due to floods in October 
last year, but in general all is well and moving ahead. 
 
It was great to see membership numbers bounce back from a low of 198 last year to 
(almost) pre-pandemic levels of 270 in 2022/23.  This figure also included a number of 
new members and this year’s memberships so far are also looking very encouraging that 
this number will be exceeded. 
 
This year we had eight conventions on the calendar with the addition of Greensborough 
Angling Club hosting Gippsland round in May.  This was a first time for Greensborough 
hosting such an event and I think they did a fantastic job, so congratulations to them for 
their efforts.  As mentioned last year a number of Conventions are transitioning away 
from line class and, while there was some initial resistance, generally support for ‘Length 
Only’ Conventions has been quite positive. 
 
Numbers attending Conventions have been steady but over the next year or two we 
would hope they slowly increase along with the ANSA membership numbers as the clubs 
are now back to normality. 
 
For the first time in ANSA Victoria history we held a State Presentation Night.  Hosted in 
Geelong, the night was all about recognizing the achievements of our members. Apart 
from those who excelled in the State Championship for the year,  State and National 
Record and Masters Claims were also presented to very worthy recipients.  It was also a 
great opportunity to honour the efforts the Victorian State Executive members who put 
in each year and particularly those who have been doing it for a very long time.   
 
We were pleasantly surprised by the response and attendance of members on the night 
with some travelling more than 4 hours each way to be there.  The feedback from those 
attending was overwhelmingly positive and needless to say this will now be an annual 
event. 
 
 
 
 
Wayne Zita 
Secretary 
Vic Branch 
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ANSA Western Australia Report 
 

 
This year has been another tough one but things are moving forward with Skip at NBSC 
moving towards being our next state president with back up from the club. 
 
Interest has also come from Port Hedland and possibly Carnarvon with interest in 
becoming ANSA clubs, Skip and the boys will follow up with the clubs. 
 
NBSC has been active with record claims but not as many as previous years. 
 
With a total of 18 WA records and 17 National records claimed. 
 
Mia Grasso had the most successful year with 5 claims. 
 
Highlights included Chloe Hornhardt’s 102.1kg Blue marlin on 37kg line. 
 
Toby Mason managed a nice Sailfish of 19.49kg on 1kg line. 
 
Max Grasso pitched in with a 17.1kg Whaler Shark on 3kg line. 
 
Congratulations to everyone claiming records and it was awesome to see some junior 
anglers claiming their first ever records this season. 
 
Westag 
 
This year has seen the program pass the 1 million tagged fish being entered to the data 
base, I was privileged to attend a special function held in Brisbane for the occasion and 
we had one of our members from NBSC Mark Cottrell recognised as a frequent tagger for 
his effort of 3573 fish tagged. 
 
I feel confident in handing over the role of WA president to Skip from NBSC and know 
that the association will progress in strength with the growth of new clubs and some old 
clubs rejoining. 
 
This year saw the passing of Stephen Gilders our past state president from whom I took 
over, greatest respect and admiration for his tireless efforts for the continuance of ANSA 
WA. 
 
 
 
Steve Wiseman 
ANSA WA President. 
 


