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PREFACE

History of ANSA.

ANSA originated as result of fishing developments following the war, an increasing number of anglers
started using modern tackle mainly bait casting rods and reels imported from the U.S., for bass,
barramundi and for surfcasting. Developments are reflected clearly in magazines of the period. (Outdoors
was first published in 1948, Anglers Digest in 1950).

There was an increasing recognition that the sporting value of many Australian species was not reflected
in existing organisations.

From 1960 forward, a number of people had thought of the idea of a new sportfishing organisation. I do
not know who was "first" to think of it, but I do know that it was discussed for quite a few years by Sydney
anglers and people such as myself - a country boy. I can put a finger on one such discussion, held on the
roadside just south of Kiama, between myself, Jack Erskine and Ed Pratt. That was January 1964 during
my first round Australia trip. I had started my exploration of Australian fishing on July 1 1963. The next
couple of years, after repeated visits, I had realised that North Queensland offered the most potential for a
fishing future. Others such as George Bransford had decided the same way.

I built my home in Cardwell in 1966, with the bricklaying being done by my friend Ed Pratt, who had
moved north to Cairns about the same time. The ANSA concept was understood by a number of Cairns
anglers, and I believe its success came because it reflected what was happening to Australian fishing. It
could not have succeeded otherwise.

In February 1967 we formed the "Australian National Sportfishing Association" at a meeting in the old hall
at Yorkey's Knob, just north of Cairns.

Within a few months a constitution had been drawn up and an account opened in the Cairns branch of the
Bank of NSW in the name of the "Australian National Sportfishing Association" It is worth a mention that
the late Wal Hardy was patron of that initial organisation.

Dick Lewers recorded that the NSW group "got the message" of the Cairns movement and responded by
forming what was then the NSW division of ANSA on Saturday August 12 1967.

Three months later, in November 1967, Jack Erskine and Clyde Kelton with three NSW sport fishermen
from Wollongong, John Kettle, Peter Fuller, and Bill Ferguson visited North Queensland in a light plane.
Discussions took place with the Cairns group and the accepted name of ANSA was endorsed by both
groups. However, it had already become clear that the NSW fraternity would not accept the Cairns
constitution. Then, as now, State Divisions (branches) were more representative of regional interests.
Accordingly, the Cairns ANSA group met on February 7 1968 and became instead the Cairns Sportfishing
Club.

At this time there was no Queensland Division as such, however Dick Lewers and the National
Organisation have always recognised that the Cairns Sportfishing Club has the unique distinction of being
the first ANSA club.

The first NSW ANSA club was the St. George Sportfishing club, which had its first general meeting on
November 13 1968. On December 13 1969 the first official body was formed as the "Australian National
Sportfishing Association". The original A.N.S.A. badge design was selected from a competition published
in "AUSTRALIAN SPORTFISHING", summer edition 1969. The winning design was submitted by John
Renolds, Liverpool, NSW.

It was agreed to form the first record chart from the then existing Queensland and N.S.W. record charts.
ANSA's first official Queensland division was formed on August 5 1970 with only three clubs - Cairns,
Maryborough, and Cardwell, with a State total of 150 members.

So far as ANSA goes the story since has been one of steady growth. We now have more than 200 clubs
Nationwide. We are represented on every State fishing council, at Federal level, and on IGFA. Looking
back we can see that the hassles over constitutions and rules, even point scores, were part of the process of
developing sportfishing on a truly representative and wholly Australian basis.

One of the nicest thoughts is that many of those people who contributed to the forming of the association
are still with us today.

Vic McCristal



The talk on the previous page was given by Vic at a Queensland Statewide meeting held in Cairns, (1988).
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National Executive Director’s Report (Acting Chairman)

2024/25 has been an interesting year with a mix of good and not so good outcomes. The
worst of the post virus pandemic and the global financial crisis seem to have passed into
history but we are still gripped by tragic international conflict and disharmony within
our own communities and we are continuing to see the dire impacts of global warming
on our nation and in particular our oceans which are now experiencing unprecedented
temperature levels with catastrophic impacts on our marine environment. In recent
years it has been a combination of flood, drought and fires that have caused major
damage and fish kills across our inland estuaries and river systems and now we are
seeing a new dimension of catastrophe in the ocean waters of SA with widespread algal
bloom and related fish kills across a very broad range of fish species and general marine
life.

Notwithstanding these alarming and distressing events, most of us are still blessed with
the opportunity to seek relief from the pressures of life by spending a couple of hours of
quality time when possible, enjoying being in the open air and having a fish with family
and friends and maybe even angling a fresh seafood meal as a bonus.

On reviewing the 2024/25 year from an ANSA perspective, it is pleasing to note that
there has been a recovering trend in membership with several new ANSA clubs springing
up across the national branch network. Sadly, though several of our longstanding clubs
have called it quits due to a combination of circumstances but in the main a failure to
attract new young members with the carrot of modern technology and an activity agenda
that appeals to younger fishers. This coupled with a reluctance to take on leadership
roles at a Committee level has left the running of many clubs in the hands of our

most senior members who deserve to be out there enjoying life fishing or whatever - not
running clubs in a manner that may have been fitting many years ago, but not in this
modern hi tech era. This is not intended to be a criticism of those dedicated older
members who have staunchly carried their clubs forever but a call for younger members
to step up and take on this responsibility for leadership. Our future is dependent upon
leadership renewal and fresh ideas.

Also pleasing is the notable increase in Record claims and Masters Awards, ANSA
conventions and other events and competitions over the year. This reflects the
dedication and innovation of those individuals who give up their precious time to keep
the ANSA flag flying and carry the burden of administering branch and club affairs and
the promotion of sportfishing and merits of being part of a progressive ANSA

fishing club network.

To those branches, clubs and individuals that have taken the lead and reshape the appeal
of ANSA, congratulations on your achievements and please keep up the

momentum. The ever growing popularity of recreational fishing presents great
opportunities for ANSA to build and remain a strong and appealing forward thinking
recreational fishing peak body.

Given the social and economic value of recreational fishing to the nation and its member
states it is evident that more recognition must be given to the sector by government at all
levels and our value properly measured when making policy which impacts directly or

indirectly upon recreational fishing. It is up to all of us collectively as recreational fishers
and as individuals to get this message across to all within the broad circle of government.

In this context it is pleasing to see that NSW is finally making progress towards the
establishment of a properly funded recreational fishing representative peak body. This
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has been an ambition of ANSA NSW and other NSW recreational fishers for many
decades. Let’s hope that our time is right and we get the peak body we deserve. Also, it is
encouraging that Qld is looking to rebuild the presence of Sunfish as the independent
recreational fisher peak body for that great fishing state.

I mentioned last year that Recfish Australia, the once nationally recognised peak body
for all Australian recreational fishers was in the process of being voluntarily wound up.
The role and functions of Recfish Australia were absorbed by the Australian Recreational
Fishing Foundation (ARFF) of which ANSA is a founding and active full member. As a
consequence of the winding up, funds on hand of some $70000 had to be disbursed on
projects that were consistent with the stated objectives of Recfish Australia. This has
resulted in some $32000 being made available to support the Angel Ring and Fishing
Safety projects administered by ANSA and the NSW RFA. A further $34500 has been set
aside as a Recfish Australia Bursary fund which will be administered by FRDC and
match funded. The bursary fund will be used to assist with the professional development
of emerging leaders in the recreational fishing sector. This is a fitting legacy for Recfish
Australia which did and achieved so much for recreational fishing over its operating life.

In terms of the FRDC /Recfish Bursary I did recently ask branches to encourage
members from within their ranks to consider applying for a bursary to cover the cost of
participating in the World Recreational Fishing Conference to be held in South Africa
over 21- 26 February 2026, This is a remarkable opportunity for emerging young leaders
in the recfishing sector to learn, share and network with leading recreational fishing
experts from over 20 countries worldwide. I believe there have been one or two ANSA
members who have expressed interest in this once in a lifetime opportunity. I wish them
success with their applications and the opportunity to take on rewarding roles leading
ANSA into the future.

I still actively engage with BOM, CSIRO, FRDC and other related government agencies
in briefings on the concerning impact of ocean warming on our marine habitat and
marine life generally, but especially coral bleaching, the spawning/reproduction cycle for
many fish and crustacean species and the migration of pelagic species. Currently most of
our national oceans are running temperatures of 3 degrees above those recorded for
2020 and there is every indication this will worsen over the remainder of the decade.
Over the past year we have across most Australian territorial ocean waters experienced
the warmest water temperatures on record. There are also terrestrial environmental
impacts that flow on from these elevated water temperatures, and we can expect more
chaotic weather across much of Australia with severe economic consequences for the
nation. This is very scary stuff which we presently don't have ready answers for or
solutions on how to deal with impacts including the national economic cost. I will
continue to remain in the BOM working group which now has almost 150 individuals
engaged mainly scientists but also representatives from various government agencies
and the commercial and recreational fishing sectors. These are concerning issues we
appear to have little influence or control over but need to be aware of what is happening
and expected to happen.

In this context, we as recreational fishers with a strong conservation ethos need to be on
guard to preserve and enhance our environmental social licence by doing more to better
look after our marine environment particularly at a practical grass root level. There are
endless opportunities for ANSA members to get more involved with fish habitat
preservation and rehabilitation activities such as tree planting, river and stream repair
/cleanups, oyster reef installations and citizen science projects with bodies such as
Ozfish who are always looking for new partners to jointly undertake projects. This is
great way to build on the social licence of recreational fishing and to make a positive and
meaningful difference to our marine habitat and environment as well as interacting with
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like-minded individuals who could be potential club members. If you want to know more
about Ozfish visit the website (info@ozfish.org.au) or get in touch with me direct.

I mentioned in my report for last year, concerns about proposed projects for offshore
wind power generation and gas extraction and the potential related impacts upon fishing
access and the marine environment these projects may create. Thankfully most of these
clean energy projects will take a long time to progress and are capital intensive and
already there have been a number of projects where the marine area intended for
development have been considerably reduced via state or federal government
intervention in reaction to community backlash on environmental grounds. Since last
year some projects have been aborted or deferred due to questionable economic
outcomes, concerns over social license repercussions and tougher environmental
regulation. The national quest for clean energy power to locally produce exportable
green metals, alloys and processed rare earth minerals etc will be a major influence on
the development of offshore power sources as will the impact of high export tariffs
recently imposed by the USA for these products. We will continue to keep an eye on this.

The Recfishing Research arm of FRDC is still working with ANSA and other peak body
members of the Australian Recreational Fishing Foundation (ARFF) to develop a 2024 -
29 strategic plan to address the pressing research needs of the Australian recreational
fishing sector and to tackle the significant changes facing the sector. The vision of the
plan is as bold as it is important " kids are able to fish safely, accessibly, close to home
and successfully". The strategic plan will be available for release shortly and I will be
attending an FRDC funded workshop in Adelaide early this November to undertake a
final review of the plan. I am confident the plan, once finalised, will serve as a valuable
tool for the recreational sector to gain more and better outcomes for the sector. We are
also looking at ways to expand the role and acceptance of citizen science undertaken
within the recfishing sector. Watch this space.

Things have been relatively quiet on the Commonwealth Marine Park perspective. I was
intending to attend a joint workshop of all Commonwealth marine park advisory
committees late last year but had to cancel out due to other commitments. On reviewing
the issues that were dealt with at that workshop there was nothing of direct concern to
recreational fishing, but I am mindful that the ambition by some conservation groups to
increase the size of no fish protection zones within the marine parks network is still
active. One initiative that did come out of the workshop was a collective formal request
to the Minister for Environment (Murray Watt) to provide a 10-year guaranteed funding
commitment to adequately cover the cost of effectively reviewing and administering the
national network of marine parks over the next 10 years - ANSA was a joint signatory to
this request. A formal response from the Minister is still awaited.

Technology wise it is evident that several state branches are experiencing challenges
with their websites. This can be attributable to several factors including hacking but in
the main the most common challenge is the reliance on one or two individual members
or an external supplier of technology, to set up and maintain websites. When these
parties, for whatever reason, are no longer in a position to carry on their roles and there
is no knowledge hand over, things tend to go off the rail. I am mindful that each state
branch has its own unique website, which makes sense considering some Branches run
their tagging, records processing, competitions and membership via their websites.
Maybe there could be financial and security advantages for the development of a
common website platform for ANSA national and branches and for the development and
ongoing maintenance to be undertaken by a technical organisation that has the skills
and the long-term viability to undertake these roles. This will be a topic for discussion at
the AGM.



Also, while on the topic of technology, I must apologise for the problems we have
experienced in running ANSA merchandise on the national website. Unfortunately,
while orders have been placed and paid for by members, the data on these transactions
was not conveyed to National and the orders were not fulfilled. We have now cleared the
backlog and are looking at a new process for ordering and paying for ANSA
merchandise. The current ordering and payment process has been temporarily removed
from the National website. As an interim measure, if you have an urgent need for ANSA
Merchandise, then please get in touch with Joe Garufi.

Financially, ANSA National is in a sound position. Our cash reserves and inventory
stand at $107.1k and we are continuing to restore revenue post Covid. Revenue
generated over 2024/25 was $17.8k, with expenditure at $10.5k generating a surplus of
$7k for the year. ANSA is budgeting to achieve a break even result over the coming
2024/25 year based on a slight increase in membership fee revenue and improved
interest earnings on its term deposit. On the expenditure side we have built in a
provision to cover the cost of a face-to-face meeting over 2025. The National executive
will endeavor to improve this outcome by lifting revenue and containing expenses where
possible.

On closing I must express my regret that we did not come together over the past year,
but I am confident we will address this by early 2026. There is much to be discussed, and
this can only be best achieved by frank and open dialogue on a face-to-face basis over a
couple of days. I also take this opportunity to acknowledge and express my gratitude for
the support provided by my colleagues on the National executive and to those branch
committee members and their affiliated club members who are the backbone of ANSA.

Regards

John Burgess.
Executive Officer/ Director. ANSA National Ltd.
Vice President. ANSA NSW.
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National Finance Director’s Report
ANSA - AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD
FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2025

Financial statements for the financial year end 30 June 2025 together with comparative results
for the preceding year are appended. The following points are highlighted:

a) The Association traded at a surplus of $7237 for the 2024/25 year. This was an improvement
on the budgeted deficit of $130 and close to the surplus of $8052 generated over 2023/24.

b) Revenue over the 2024/25 year of $17719 was in excess of budget forecast of $15800. Member
affiliation fees $12837 were in line with budget $12000 and slightly ahead of fee revenue $11998
generated over 2023/24. Bank interest of $2381 was slightly below budget $2500 but
significantly ahead of interest revenue earned in past years due to higher deposit rates. Web
advertising revenue was $220 in contrast to budget $300. ANSA Ware sales of $2281 were above
budget $1000 and would have been higher had it not been for ordering problems with PayPal.

c¢) Expenditure over the 2024/25 year was $10482 as compared to budget $15930. Main
variances to budget were savings on travel and accom expenses $282 (budget $4000),
conference fees $0 (budget $1000), ANSA Promotion $0 (budget $500), donations/tributes $0
(budget $200), Rule Book Printing $0 (budget $2000), Website $0 (budget $1000). All other
expenditures were closely in line with budget projections other than for Records and Masters
expenses of $1884 as opposed to budget $300. This was due to the need to restock badges etc.

d) The Association at year end 30 June 2025 possessed total assets of $107147 ($99910@ 2024)
consisting of cash at bank $26322, term deposit $75066, ANSA Ware stock on hand $3408 and
accrued but unpaid interest $2351. Overall the association had a net equity of $107147 at

30 June 2025.

e) A financial budget forecast for the 2025/26 year is attached. For the coming year the
association is forecasting a surplus of $1070. This surplus is predicated on revenue for the
coming year of $18800 which is on par with last year's revenue of $17719. Ongoing elevated
interest rates on term deposits should generate some $2500 over 2025/26 as compared to
modest interest earnings over recent years and an increase in ANSA Ware sales to $3000 is
forecast. Additional ANSA Brag mats will need to be purchased over the year and $2000 has
been allowed for this expense

d) Expenditure of $17730 is forecast for 2025/26 which is much the same as last year’s budget
of $15993 but well above last year's spend of $10482. Major budget expenses include $4000 for
travel and accommodation - this expenditure relates mainly to a proposed face to face meeting
of the national executive and branch delegates sometime over the year, Conference fees $1000
and a $2000 allowance for possible upgrade of the website have been allowed for. Other
forecast expenses are in line with last year's expenditure.

The Board will endeavour to improve the projected deficit by containing expenses where
possible.

Patricia Wloch

Finance Director

15 November 2025



AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD
ABN 80 063 293 514

DIRECTORS’ DECLARATION
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2025

ANSA - AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD
ACN 063 293 514
FINANCE DIRECTOR'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2025

The directors of Australian National Sportfizhing Association Ltd (the company) submit the following
special purpose report made out in accordance with a resclution of the directors in respect of the
financial year ended 30 Juns 2025.

Directors and Officers

Your directors present their report on the company for the financial year ended 30 June 2025. The
mames of the directors in office at any time during or since the end of the year are:

Mr John Burgess — Director (Executive Officer) iMaroubra NSW 2035)

Mrs Pairicia Wloch — Director (Treasurer) (Wesimeadows VIC 3044)
Mr Joe Garufi — Director (Membership Services) (Mascot NSW 2021)

Mr Simon Green — Director (Appointed 31/08/2020) (Parafield Gardens SA 5107)
Mr Phil Turner — Officer (Mational Recorder) (Yamrawarrah NSW 2233)

Mr Ken Johnzon — Officer (National Recorder) (Cardwell OLD 4849)

Mr Stan Konstantaras — Officer (National Safety Officer) (Pagewood NSW 2035)

Directors have been in office since the start of the financial year to the date of this report unleas
otherwise stated.

Principal Activities

The principal activity of the company during the year was to provide encouragement and support to
spors fishing in Australia.

Mo significant change in the nature of these activities occurred during the year.

Operating Results

The company made a surplus of 37,237 for the financial year 2025 (2024: surplus of $8,052).
Significant Changes in State of Affairs

Mo significant changes in the company's state of affairs occurred during the financial year.
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD
ABN 80 063 293 514

DIRECTORS' DECLARATION
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2025

Matters Subsequent to the End of the Financial Year

Mo other matters or circumstances have arizen gince the end of the financial year which
significantly affected or may significantly affect the operafions of the company, the results of
those operations, or the state of affaire of the company in future financial years.

Likely Developments and Expected Results of Operations

Likely developments in the operations of the company and the expected results of those
operations in future financial years have not been included in this report as the inclusion of
such information is likely to rezult in unreasonable prejudice to the company or there ig
considered limited or no impact likely upon the company from any likely developments.

Environmental Regulations

The company’s operations are not regulated by any significant environmental regulation under

a law of the Commonwealth or of a State or Territory.
Officer, Auditor or Accounting Reviewer Indemnification

Mo indemnitiez have been given or ingurance premiums paid, during or since the end of the
financial year, for any person who ig or has been an officer, auditor or reviewer of the company.

Proceedings on Behalf of the company

Mo person has applied for leave of Court to bring proceedings on behalf of the company or
intervene in any proceedings to which the ¢ is a party for the purpose of taking responsibilities
on behalf of the company for all or any part of those proceedings. The company was not a parly
to any such legal proceedings during the year.

Audit and Reviewer Independence

The directors note the attached annual independence declaration provided by the company's
external accountant reviewer.

The reviewer's independence declaration for the year ended 20 June 2025 has been received.

Thig report iz made in accordance with a resolution of the Board of Directors.

= ‘?{":K-" AL :'Iﬁ" =
] c

S |
John Burgess
Director
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD
ABN 80 063 293 514

DIRECTORS' DECLARATION
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 20 JUNE 2025

DIRECTORS' DECLARATION

The directors of Australian Mational 5 portfishing Association Ltd declare:

(a) the attached financial statements and notes thereto give a true and fair view of the financial
position as at 30 June 2025 and performance for the year ended on that date of the company;

(b} in the directors’ opinion, the attached financial statements and notes thereto are in accordance
with the Corporations Act 2001;

(c) there are reagonable grounds fo believe that the company will be able to pay its debis as
and when they become due and payable; and

{d) we are not aware of any circumstances at the date of this declaration that would render any
particulars included in the financial report to be misleading or inaccurate.

When signed this directors’ declaration is made as a formal company resolution approved by the
directors.

L___..-{/F'

R
-,

John Burgess

Director
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD
ABEN 80 063 293 514

REVIEW INDEPENDENCE DECLARATION
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2025

REVIEW INDEPENDENCE DECLARATION

BREVIEW OPINION FRAMEWORK AND DISCLOSURE

The Australian Mational Sportfishing Association Ltd (the company) is an incorporated not-
for-profit sporting entity with liabilities limited to the member guarantee. Due to Commonwealth
law reform that deals with the reporting obligations of the company, an independent audit is
not required. The company's Board of Directors are, however, required to commission a
review opinion on the company’s annual financial report using the services of a qualified
public accountant. This requirement is driven by the company’s consfitution.

This disclosure statement outlines the framework of the review opinion and it provides
information to assist the members with their understanding of the review opinion and the
independence declaration that follows this disclosure statement.

The report of the company is drafted by the Board of Directors. The directors of
the company are legally responsible for reviewing, finalising and approving the company’s
financial report. The directors are also both respensible for the information contained in the
report and ensuring that it meets the information needs of the members of the company,
within the reporting requirements of the law.

The public accountant provides a professional review opinion on the company’s report.
The review is based on many of the principals of an audit, but it is not an independent audit,
and it must not be relied upon as being an independent audit. The company is not a public
interest entity and so the review can fake place, in accordance with professional standards
and the law, notwithstanding that the reviewer's Firm may assist with the preparation of the
company's accounting records and the drafting of the company’s report.

The reviewer's accounting Firm is obligated to act in accordance with the ethical rules of a
registered Chartered Accountancy fim and the review opinion provided must be accurate.
There is a legal obligation upon the Firm and its Principal to conduct a proper review and
report accurately to the members of the company. The accounting firm has segregated
roles such that the accounting and tax review teams are separate from the review opinion
team.

This notwithstanding, the members of the company may also wish to commussion an
independent audit by a registered company auditor. Should any company member so wish
this then the company's board has agreed to put the request to the company members at a
properly convened general meeting.

Furthermore, any member, or any interested party with a valid reason, is free to inspect the
accounting records of the company upon proper notice being given in writing to the company’s
board.

The independence declaration on the next page and the review opinion following on the
pages after that, are made on the basis of this review opinion framework and disclosure
statement.
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD
ABN B0 063 293 514

REVIEW INDEPEMDENCE DECLARATION
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 20 JUNE 2025

REVIEWER'S INDEPENDENCE DECLARATION TO THE DIRECTORS OF THE
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD

Subject to the limitations of the review opinion framework and disclosure statement set out
on the previous page, | declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief, and during the year
ended 30 June 2025 there have been:

1. No contraventions of the independence requirements as set out in the Corporations
Act 20071 in relation to the review; and

2. No confraventions of any applicable code of professional conduct in relation to the
review.

-

v

Mark Antony Guest

Chartered Accountant - No. 83654
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Reviewer's Report to the Members of the

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD

Review opinion on the financial report

| have reviewed the accompanying financial report (pages & to 14), being a special purpose
financial report, of the Australian National Sportfishing Association Ltd (the company), which
compnses the Statement of Comprehensive Income, the Statement of Financial Position, the
Statement of Changes in Equity, the Statement of Cash Flows, notes to the financial report and
the directors’ declaration (page 4), for the year ended 30 June 2025.

Directors’ responsibility for the financial report

The directors of the company are responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the
financial report and have determined that the accounting policies described in Note 1 to the
financial statements, which form part of the financial report, are appropriate to mest, in
accordance with Australian Accounting Standards and the Corporations Act 2001 / ACNC
Act, the needs of the members. The directors’ responsibility also includes establishing and
maintaining internal control relevant to the preparation and far presentation of the financial
report that is free from matenal misstatement, whether due to fraud or emor; selecting and
applying appropriate accounting policies and making accounting estimates that are reasonable
in the circumstances.

Reviewer's responsibility

My responsibility is to express a conclusion on the financial report based on my review. |
conducted my review in accordance with Auditing Standard on Review Engagements ASRE
2415 Review of a Financial Report: company Limited by Guarantee or an Entity Reporting
under the ACNC Act or Other Applicable Legislation or Regulation, in order to state whether,
on the basis of the procedures described; | have become aware of any matter that makes
me believe that the financial report iz not in accordance with the Corporations Act 2001/
ACNC Act including: giving a frue and fair view of the entity’s financial posttion as at 30 June
2024 and its performance for the year ended on that date; and complying with the Australian
Accounting Standards and Corporations Regulations 2001. ASRE 2415 requires that |
comply with the ethical requirements relevant to the review of the financial report.

A review of a financial report consists of making enquiries, primanly of persons responsible
for financial and accounting matters, and applying analytical and other review procedures. A
review is substantially less in scope than an audit conducted in accordance with Australian
Auditing Standards and consequently does not enable me to obtain assurance that | would
become aware of all significant matters that might be identified in an audit. Accordingly, | do not

express an audit opinion.
Independence

In conducting my review, | have complied with the independence requirements of the
Corporations Act 2001 with limitations, as is stated in my independence declaration.
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD
ABN B0 063 293 514

REVIEW REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2025

Conclusion on the financial report

Based on my review | have not become aware of any matier that makes me believe that the
financial report of the Australian National Sportfishing Association Ltd is not in accordance
with the Corporations Act 2001 and | believe that the financial report:

s (Gives a true and fair view of the company’s financial position as at 30 June 2025;

and

s Complies with Australian Accounting Standards and Corporations Regulations 2001
to the extent outlined in Note 1 of the financial report.

-~

e

Mark Antony Guest
Chartered Accountant — Mo, 83654
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD
ABN 80 063 293 514

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2025

Hote 2025 2024
$ $

Revenue from Ordinary Activities
Affiliation Fees Mote 1 12,837 11,988
ANSA Siore Sales 2,281 823
Interest Received 2,381 2582
Web Sponaorship 20 1]
Total Revenue 17,719 15,403
Expenditures
Peak Body Subscriptions 1,382 1,383
Postage & Stationary 1,265 813
Insurance 528 o06
Phone & Intermet Expenses 1,900 1,678
Website Expenses 1] 281
Records & Masters Expenzes 1,884 oa
Cost of Goods Sold MNote 3 1,671 506
ASIC Fees 408 K -h]
Trademark 1] 400
Review / Accounting Fees 1,030 1,000
Scale Verification 282 0
Bank Fees 132 148
Total Expenditure 10,482 7,351
Surplus / {Deficit) Before Income Tax 1,237 8,052
Income Tax Expense Mote 4 0.00 0.00
Surplus [ {Deficit) after Tax 1235 8,052

The Statement of Compreheansive Income is to be read in conjuncbion with the Motes to the Financial Satements.
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD
ABM 20 063 293 514

STATEMENT OF FINAMCILAL POSITION
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2025

Hote 2025 2024
3 3
Current Assels
Cash Mote S 26,322 19,750
Term Deposit T5.066 T5,0686
Inventory 3.408 5,079
Receivables — Interest 2.351 15
Total Current Assets T07. 147 9o 9410
HNon-Current Assets 1] o
Total Assets 10T, 14T 99,910
Current Liabilities (1] o
Mon-Current Liabilities (1] o
Total Liabilities [i] o
HNet Assets 107147 99.910
Member's Equity
Retained Earmings (Page 12) 107.147 99,910
Total Member's Equity 407,147 99,910
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD
AEBN B0 063 293 514
STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2025
Hote 2025 2024
$ $
Receipts from Operations 15,338 12,821
Payment to Suppliers (8,811) (6,845)
Interest Received A5 2,064
Met Cash Flow from Operating Activities Mote & 6,572 &,940
Met (increase) !/ decrease in cash held 6.572 8.940
Add opening cash 94 B16 BS.B7E
Rounding 0 1]
Closing Cash 101,388 94,816
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD
AEBN B0 D&3 293 514
STATEMENT OF CHANGE TO EQUITY
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2025
Mote 2025 2024
3 5
Retained Earnings at 1 July 99,910 91,858
Surplus for the Period T, 23T 8,052
Retained Earnings at 30 June 107,147 99,910
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD
ABN 80 083 293 514

NOTES OF FINANCIAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2025

Mote 1 — Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

This financial report is a special purpose financial report prepared for use by the Directors
and members of the company. The Directors have determined that the company is not a
reporting entity, however, it is a sporting entity with legal and community obligations.

The financial report is, unless otherwise stated, prepared on an accrual basis using the
historical cost of transactions. It does not take into account changing money values or
except where specifically stated, the current valuations of non-current assets.

Membership fees are recognised on a cash received basis.

The company recognises other assets and income when it has legal title or interest in the
applicable asset or income.

Auditor review fees are recognised when the accountant’s review fee is paid or when the
review is complete and thus the fee is payable.

The company recognises liabilities and expenses when there is a legal obligation to pay the
applicable liability or expense.

The financial report has been preparad in accordance with requirements of the following
Australian Accounting Standards.

AASB1031:  Materiality
AASB110: Events after the Balance Sheet Date

Mo other Accounting Standards, Urgent Issue Group Interpretations or other authoritative
pronouncements of the Australian Accounting Standards Board have been applied.

Mote 2 — Registration Address

The registered office of the company is 6 Byme Crescent Maroubra NSW 2035.

Note 3 — Cost of Goods Sold

Opening Inventory 1 July 2024 5,079
Add, Purchaszes 0
Less, Closing Inventory 30 June 2025 3,408
Cost of Goods Sold 1,671
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD

ABN 80 063 293 514

NOTES OF FINANCIAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2025

Note 4 — Income Tax

The company is exempt from paying income tax due to it being a nof-for-profit mutual entity

and a sporting entity that organises and encourages sports fishing.

Note 5 - Cash

Cash and Cash Equivalents

ANZ Business Classic 1063
Add, Un-depesited Funds
Le=s, Un-presented Cheques
Term Deposit

Total Cash

Note 6 - Cash Flow Information

For the purpose of the statement of cash flows, cash
includes cash on hand and at call deposits with banks or
financial institutions and is net of bank overdrafts.

Reconciliation of cash flow from operations with
surplus [(deficit) from ordinary activities after income tax:

Operating surplus [ (deficit) after Income Tax

Mon-cash flows in the surplus or deficit from ordinary activities.

Changes in Assets and Liabilities
{Increass) / decreass in imentory
Increase / (decrease) in receivables
Increase / (decrease) in liabilities

Cash Flows from Operating Activities

Mote 7 - Directors’ Opinion

2025 2024
28296 17,110
0 3285
(1974)  (B25)
75065 75,066
101,388 94,816
2025 2024
7237 B,052
1,671 506
(2,336) 382
0 0
6572 5,040

In the opinion of the directors, the company did not have any contingent liabilities at 30 June

2025 (30 June 2024 — Nong).

Mote & - Events Subsequent to Balance Date

Other than items already recognised in the financial report, there has not arisen in the
interval hetween the end of the financial year and the date of this report any item, fransaction
or event of a materal and unusual nature likely in the opinion of the Directors, to affect
significantly the operations of the company, the results of those operations, or the state of

affairs of the company in subsequent financial years.

End of financial report
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Reconcilliation of trading results to budget for year ending 30.6.2025

Budget forecast for 2025/26 financial year

Income

Branch affiliation fees
ANSA Ware Sales
Bank Interest

Web Advertising

Total Income

Expenditure

Travel/ Accomadation/ Meals

Recfish membership

IGFA Membership

ARFF membership

(Other Memberships

Auditor fees

Insurance

Website

Phane /Internet/Zaom

Bank fees

Post/ Stationery

Records/ Masters expenses

ASIC Fees

Depreciation

Cost of goods sold

Sundries - Angel Ring National Project
Computer Upgrade/ supplies
ANSA Promation
Trade Mark Registration
Line Tester Service

Rule Book printing/ distribution
Conference Fees
Donations/Tributes

Total Expenditures

Net profit/{Loss)

Budget
2025126
13000
3000
2500
300

18300

4000
0
280
1100
0
1100
600
2000
1800
150
1300
300
400
0
2000
0
1000
500
0

0

Budget
2005026
0

1000

200

17730

1070
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Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Actual

202425 2024125 _2023/24 _ 2023/24 2022123 202223

12000 12837 12000 11998 11000
1000 2281 1500 823 500
2500 2381 2800 2582 50

w20 W 0 30

100 ATM9  f6eD 15y 11860

4000 282 4000 0 1000
0 0 0 0 0
280 282 280 283 0
1100 1100 1100 1100 1100
0 0 0 0 0
1000 1030 900 1000 900
500 528 400 506 400
1000 0 1500 2812700
1500 1900 1200 1878 1200
150 132 0 148 0
1000 1265 1200 813 1200
300 1664 300 88 300
400 408 400 348 400

0 0 0 0 0
1000 1671 700 506 400
0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0
500 0 500 0 500
0 0 0 400 0

0 0 0 0 560

Budget  Actual Budget  Actual Budget
2024125 2024125 2023124 2023124 2022123

2000 0 2000 0 0
1000 0 1000 0 1000
0 0 2 0 W

15930 fodsz 15680 73 10650

AN T Wy tm

11747
1921
428
220

14316

Actual
2022123
0

= —=

3089
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National Membership Director’s Report

ANSA National’s total overall membership at the year ending 30.6.2025 was hovering just under
3000 members nationally. Our overall membership is trending up, and hopefully this coming
financial year we will see the membership surpass 3000.

Branch census and membership forms are very important. Completing the census form correctly
and receiving the quarterly membership by the due dates for each quarter is essential. To date all
branch census forms have been received and our contact email database has been updated. I
urge all States to update their committee contact details for the coming financial year
(2024/2025) and get these details to me urgently. It is imperative that a new census form be
completed and submitted to ANSA National. This ensures the flow of information is reaching the
desired contacts in each State. Membership form submissions by most States have not been
received for the first quarter of the 2025/2026 year and were due on the 315t°f October 2025. The
States are urged to get returns in on time. If there are Branches that need any sort of assistance
each quarter, please contact me and collectively we can work things out.

If you do not receive ANSA National information, please contact me and I can sort this out with
you or your Branch or Club.

Promotion of ANSA at a National, Branch and Club level is a high priority, particularly as a
means of sourcing new members. ANSA National has its high-quality promotional brochures.
These brochures have been available for some time now. The brochures can be tailored to suit
the unique needs of individual Branches and Clubs. The brochures are available free to Branches
and Clubs upon request. Contact me if you require a supply.

Other promotional material such as ANSA merchandise is still available and was moving ahead
in leaps and bounds, until PayPal changed their level of authentication protocols, which changed
the way ANSA National received notification of orders. I won’t go into this much further, but it’s
been challenging. Unfortunately, while orders have been placed and paid for by members, the
data on these transactions was not conveyed to ANSA National and the orders were not fulfilled.
We have now cleared the backlog and are looking at a new process for ordering and paying for
ANSA merchandise. The current ordering and payment process has been temporarily removed
from the ANSA National website. As an interim measure, if you have an urgent need for ANSA
Ware pleased contact me directly and I will organise it for you. We hope to be back on line by
January 2026, when all your ANSA merchandise can be purchase online by simply visiting the
“ANSA Shop” on our website at www.ansa.com.au/shop/.

Remember, ANSA ware can be used to promote ANSA and your club and serve as an effective
membership recruitment tool. Prices are very reasonable throughout the entire product range.

ANSA National’s website is traveling well. The website address is www.ansa.com.au.

The ANSA National Facebook page is active and has over 1200 follows. This is similar followers
to this time last year (1213 likes). If you haven’t liked the ANSA National Facebook page, please
do. Make sure you promote the ANSA National Facebook page amongst your member clubs. The
page itself hits thousands of Facebook walls and is just another way ANSA is ensuring current
information and events can be communicated to its members nationally, whilst raising the
interests of those who are not yet ANSA members. Visit the ANSA National Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/ANSA.National.

Joe Garufi
Business Director
ANSA National
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National Recorder’s Report (Line Class)

National Line Class Records

During the 2024- 2025 season 51 Australian Line Class Records have been claimed and
awarded. Once again, special congratulations to the Nickol Bay SFC for their great effort in
obtaining so many Australian Records.

Year Australian
Records
2020-21 32
2021-22 23
2022-23 20
2023-24 33
2024-25 51

Frederic Bizouard Rainbow Trout 5.242/1 SF

Keith Chapman- Brown trout/1 LBG ~ June Cldenbeuvring| Sea Sweep 2.308kg AT

Records per State Most successful clubs:
WA. 37 Nichol Bay SFC- W.A. - 37 Australian Records
NSW. 4
SA. 3 Most successful anglers:
ACT 2 Craig Williams — 35 Australian Records
Vic. 5
Division 112 (34|56 7
Senior 75| %6, 25| 4| 2| 2 4
Junior 01 0)]0]2]0] 0 0
SubJunior| 0 | 0 | 0| 6] 0] 0 0

Congratulations to all those anglers who gained Australian records in 2024-25.
Phil Turner
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National Recorder’s Report (Trophy Length Only)

Over the past 12 months there have been 277 new National Length only Records
submitted from 4 States. NSW, QLD, SA and WA resulting in a very slow season. Over
50 % of these captures were released.

NSW with 1
QLD with 20
SA with 4
WA with 2

Some of the most outstanding captures were Kasey Parkinson with a Murray Cod of
1240 mm captured from the Murray River.

Andrew Burke with a Permit of 970 mm taken on the Northern end of Faser Is. On Lure
John Scott with a Morwong Queen Snapper of 920mm S.A.

Tight lines,

Ken Johnson
National Trophy Length Recorder
Kfish1955@bigpond.com

0417114103
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National Masters Keeper Report

I hope that this report finds you all safe and well. This year has been another great year
for both the quantity and quality of Masters claims. We had 70 Masters claims which
puts us at over 150 claims in the past 2 years. This is a great number and is a testament
to the number of great fish we have on offer to catch.

Again, this year QLD led the way with the amount of claims at 30 with SA coming a close

second with 25 claims. ACT had 6 claims, VIC 5 and NSW 4. Overall a good spread of
claims throughout the country.

Masters Claims By State

HQld MSA ENSW EACT mVIC

This year of the 70 claims, 47 were Trophy Length Specie, 13 for Trophy Length, 5 for
Sportfishing, 2 for Gamefishing and one each for Freshwater Impoundment, Handline
and Land Based Sportfishing. There were 19 different species claimed as part of the
Trophy Length Specie which is one more species than last year. The most popular specie
this year was Bight Redfish (Nannygai) with 7 claims closely followed by Slimy Mackerel
with 6 claims and then Barramundi and Saratoga with 5 claims each.

It was good to see claims in categories that aren’t very common with special mentions to
Chris Stolk from Wollongong for his Handline Masters which took 24 years to complete,
Paul Cooper from South Sydney AFA for his Land Based Sportfishing which took 19
years to complete and Steve Bailey from Canberra Fishermans Club for his Freshwater
Impoundment Masters which took 13 years to complete. The dedication shown by these
three gentlemen to achieve these Masters is outstanding, well done.

Nelson Phillips from Bundaberg SFC was the top achiever this year with 9 master’s
claims including 40 Trophy Length Barramundi, well done Nelson on your dedication
year after year. Simon Green from Northern Districts SFC had 8 masters claims and
Richard Hill from Northern Districts SFC and Don Patterson from Bundaberg SFC had 6
claims each.
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A report can’t go by without mentioning Helen Johnson from Bundaberg SFC, this year
she managed her 150t Trophy Length Saratoga, and 80 Javelin Fish, well done Helen
these magnificent achievements. Don Patterson claimed his 30 Cobia Trophy Length
Masters as well as 40 Trophy Length Masters. Chris Bache from Cairns SFC also claimed
his 40 Trophy Length Masters. Richard Hill claimed his 60 Silver Trevally and Simon
Green claimed his 60 Bight Redfish (Nannygai). Shaun Manthey from Kingaroy SFC
managed to claim his 30 Trophy Length Masters and special mention to Keith Chapman
who managed his 30 Sportfishing Masters. Well done to all of these folk as well as
everyone else who got a Masters this year.

Trophy Length Specie Claims
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I always look forward to new Masters claims coming through and seeing what people
have achieved, so please get them through to your local adjudicator. I hope that we all
have a great fishing year with plenty of Masters claims crossing my desk.

Simon Green

Master Keeper

ANSA National
simon.green.80o@outlook.com.au
Ph: 0456866318
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ANSA New South Wales Report
Challenges Facing ANSA NSW in 2024 /2025

Our membership numbers have steadily recovered post Covid and we now have a
combined membership of just under 900 spread over 17 affiliated clubs across NSW -
this includes 3 new clubs namely the Channon Fishing Club, Malua Bay Fishing Club
and Sussex Inlet Fishing club. Unfortunately efforts to resurrect the legendary Nowra
Sportfishing Club and the Australian Land Based Anglers Association did not prove
productive.

We are still a long way short of where we were some 6 years ago when our membership
was in the region 1200 and we had some 40 affiliated clubs, but I am confident we will
continue to recover membership numbers going forward. Most other ANSA state
branches are experiencing a similar pattern of recovery with new clubs replacing those
that had their day. In NSW we are fortunate to be able to offer access to the ANSA Public
Liability Insurance Scheme for newly established clubs and also to provide guidance on
the process of incorporation and constitution drafting - these services have been a major
source of new club memberships over past years and will hopefully continue.

We are finally making some headway towards the establishment of an independent and
adequately funded peak body to represent the interests of recreational fishers in NSW.
Stan Konstantaras has been a driving force behind this process and keeping the current
NSW government to its pre election commitment to deliver on such a body. The NSW
government has recently announced approval for the establishment of the peak body but
the devil will be in the detail of just what this will entail and the interpretation of
independence and who will be the elected representative voices of recreational fishing.
This will remain a work in progress.

Below are the issues that resonated with ANSA NSW in 2024 / 2025 and I thought it
would be interesting to present these as opportunities, challenges and what role ANSA
NSW has played in this space. It will hopefully get the conversation going amongst us.

Digital Platforms — Changing the Way NSW Fishes

Digital platforms are reshaping recreational fishing across NSW. Mobile apps and online
portals now provide live marine weather, tide and swell forecasts, zoning maps, and
safety alerts. Platforms like DECKEE and various fish ID/tagging apps are making trip
planning safer and more efficient. Social media also plays a strong role in connecting
anglers, sharing catches, and mobilising around local issues.

With these benefits come pressures. Social media “spot exposure” has accelerated
crowding at popular estuaries, rock platforms, and offshore marks. Reports of increased
conflict between users, littering, and over-fishing in highlighted spots are growing. Not
all digital content is accurate—fishers often encounter outdated zoning maps or
misleading closure notices. Data privacy and how personal trip logs are stored or shared
also remain concerns.

ANSA’s response:
o Partnering with NSW developers like DECKEE to ensure boating and safety data
is accurate, accessible, and multilingual.
e Encouraging responsible use of social media—celebrating catches without
oversharing sensitive locations.
o Continued support of research projects that integrate digital citizen-science data
with traditional fishery surveys, improving decision-making.
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Climate and environmental extremes.

Marine heatwaves and fish distribution. The east coast of NSW has seen
unusually warm currents, disrupting seasonal patterns of key species such as kingfish,
snapper, and tailor. Recreational fishers are reporting altered migration windows,
shifting hotspots, and more erratic catch rates. Habitat stress, including bleaching of
inshore reefs and seagrass beds, further compounds the challenge.

Flooding and water quality. Repeated rainfall and flood events in catchments like
the Hawkesbury—Nepean and Clarence have carried sediment and debris into estuaries,
reducing water quality and affecting both fishing and boating safety. Freshwater fishers
in impoundments also report fluctuating productivity due to inflows and turbidity.

ANSA'’s response:
o Sharing Bureau of Meteorology marine forecasts with clubs, ensuring fishers plan
safely.

» Supporting citizen-science tagging and logbook programs to track species
distribution changes.
e Advocating for estuary restoration funding to offset flood impacts.

Offshore wind energy and access concerns.

Illawarra and Hunter wind zones. Two of NSW’s most heavily fished offshore
regions are now the center of proposed offshore wind developments. The Hunter zone
was declared in 2023, with industry interest continuing into 2025, while the Illawarra
zone has been reshaped following local opposition. Fishers remain concerned about
access to reefs and gamefish migration paths, the extent of exclusion zones, and
cumulative impacts on regional boating and tourism.

Local sentiment. Fishing clubs report anxiety about losing grounds they’ve used for
generations, as well as frustration at consultation processes that often feel rushed or
overly technical. The uncertainty is affecting investment in charter businesses and long-
range boats.

ANSA'’s response:
o Pushing for clear access rights within wind farm areas wherever safe navigation is
possible.
o Ensuring fishers’ knowledge of reefs, wrecks, and currents is on the table during
planning.
o Calling for transparent data collection before construction begins, so changes can
be tracked fairly.
Shark depredation

From Coffs Harbour through to Port Stephens, shark depredation remains a major
frustration. Gamefish such as marlin and tuna are being lost to sharks before landing,
with anglers reporting wasted effort, high fuel costs, and declining morale. The issue is
particularly acute during peak summer tournaments, raising both animal welfare and
sustainability concerns.

ANSA’s response:
o Promoting education on best practice to shorten fight times and reduce shark
interactions.
« Supporting trials of deterrent technologies and tagging studies of shark
movement.
o Advocating for more research funding directed specifically at recreational
depredation losses.
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Waterway access, infrastructure, and safety.

Boat ramps. NSW fishers continue to face bottlenecks at boat ramps, with limited
parking, poor design, and inadequate maintenance. Issues with cars parking in trailer
bays, poor lighting, and steep, slippery gradients disproportionately affect families, older
fishers, and people with disabilities.

Rock fishing safety. Despite ongoing education campaigns, rock fishing fatalities have
continued in 2025. Many high-risk platforms remain poorly signposted, with
inconsistent enforcement of mandatory lifejacket rules between LGAs.

ANSA'’s response:
e Advocating for a statewide audit of boat ramp accessibility and safety features,
not just maintenance.
o Calling for blanket enforcement powers to keep car parks available for trailers.
o Supporting multilingual safety campaigns and working with councils to improve
rock platform signage and rescue infrastructure.
e Angel Rings

Cost-of-living pressures

Rising fuel and insurance costs are squeezing household budgets. Offshore fishers in
particular are facing higher costs per trip, especially as species distributions shift farther
south or offshore. Ramp fees, gear prices, and storage add to the strain, raising barriers
for younger anglers and families.

ANSA’s response:
» Expanding shore-based events, clinics, and competitions that don’t require large
boats.

e Advocating for fair ramp pricing and more government investment in community
fishing facilities.

e Promoting the role of recreational fishing in local economies, ensuring
policymakers see the return on infrastructure spending.

Contaminants and advisories

NSW anglers continue to face fishing restrictions in urbanised catchments due to PFAS
contamination and other legacy pollutants, particularly around Sydney and the Hunter.
These advisories, often inconsistently communicated, undermine confidence in fishing

as a healthy, family-friendly activity.

ANSA’s response:
« Calling for a consistent, statewide advisory system with clear signage at affected
waterways.
o Advocating for more testing and public reporting, including when sites are safe
again.

o Helping fishers understand risks through club communication channels.

Community trust and social licence

In urban Sydney, Wollongong, and Newcastle, tensions are increasing at crowded
foreshore areas. Misleading “no fishing” signs, local anti-fishing campaigns, and
competition with swimmers and divers create conflict. Without strong advocacy,
recreational fishers risk losing their place in shared spaces.
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ANSA’s response:

Supporting local clean-ups, fish-care demonstrations, and community events to
build goodwill.

Ensuring members have up-to-date zoning maps and can challenge
misinformation.

Working with Traditional Owners to incorporate cultural knowledge into fishing
education and events.

Political Interference and the Groper Ban

Background.

In 2024, the NSW Government introduced a ban on the take of the Eastern Blue Groper
— a species long cherished by recreational fishers as a resilient, iconic coastal fish. The
decision was not based on evidence of population decline or sustainability risks, but
followed a campaign by anti-fishing lobby groups who framed groper fishing as a
cultural taboo and leveraged public sentiment through political channels.

Concerns.

Evidence overlooked: Independent scientific advice indicated the species was
stable under existing management, yet the ban was implemented without a
comprehensive stock assessment.

Process bypassed: The change was introduced without proper consultation with
recreational fishing groups, including ANSA NSW, and with little consideration of
economic and cultural impacts.

Precedent set: Many fishers fear this could open the door for further politically
motivated closures, undermining trust in fisheries management and sidelining
the principle of evidence-based decision-making.

Impacts on fishers.

The groper ban has confused regulations, as the species is still commonly
encountered inshore.

Long-standing cultural practices of catching groper — often part of family fishing
traditions on the NSW coast — were ended abruptly.

Community confidence in consultation processes has eroded, particularly among
regional fishers who feel city-based campaigns dictated the outcome.

ANSA'’s response.

Publicly opposed the ban on the grounds of poor process and lack of evidence.
Called for an independent review of fisheries decision-making, ensuring scientific
data and proper consultation are central to future policy.

Engaged with clubs and members to document the social and cultural significance
of species like groper, so these values are recognised in management frameworks.
Advocated for transparency around which groups are influencing policy and the
role of lobbying in fisheries outcomes.

Looking ahead: Priorities for ANSA NSW in 2026

Access and infrastructure: push for a statewide audit and upgrade of ramps,
pontoons, and parking, with accessibility as a standard design feature.

Fair treatment in planning: ensure recreational fishing interests are central
in offshore wind and marine spatial planning.

Climate adaptation: integrate marine heatwave forecasts and species
movement data into fishing calendars.

Safety: stronger enforcement of rock fishing lifejacket laws and support for
councils to improve signage and rescue facilities.

Youth pathways: invest in low-cost clinics and schools programs to ensure the
next generation connects with fishing.
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New South Wales sportfishers face growing challenges—from hotter oceans and
industrial expansion offshore, to bottlenecks at ramps and rising household costs. Yet
the passion for fishing is undiminished. With strong advocacy, smart infrastructure, and
continued stewardship, ANSA NSW and its members can ensure fishing remains safe,
sustainable, and accessible for every community along the NSW coast and inland waters.

ANSA NSW would like to make mention of the recent passing of Bill Harvey (OAM). Bill
was a life Member of ANSA NSW and his home club St George Sport Fishing Club. Bill
was President of ANSA NSW for many years and served on the state executive in many
roles spanning the mid 70s right through to early 2000. Bill had a profound influence
on myself and many others in steering ANSA through some very challenging times and
was always the true gentleman. His traditional presence at will be missed but his legacy
and contribution to ANSA will not be forgotten. RIP Bill.

A Kot

Stan Konstantaras
President
ANSA New South Wales
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ANSA Queensland Report

QLD SPORTFISHERS e

Australian National Sportfishing Association QLD &l
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It's been another busy and prosperous year for ANSA QLD. It's has been great to see members
(both young and old) out on the water enjoying the sport and catching a fish or two.

Our onling platform is being heavily utilised with more clubs now enforcing all captures must be
logged on the website to be counted for club awards. We have set up a site wide messenger
group to foster communication between clubs as well as clubs direct fo the state executive. We
now analyse all website fish captures using a query on a bi-monthly frequency to identify potential
state records for verficafion which has resulted in a sharp increase (almost double) in records
throughout the year.

Membership

Membership this year has zeen & dramatic increase in members rising strongly from 547 to 888 [up 22%).
This increase is due fo the hard work of the individual clubs, not the executives. It is also exciting fo
welcome Pt Lookout club to the fold recently, Short-term memberzhip has alzo risen substanfizlly over the
year, which is a fantastic way of allowing potential members to be infroduced to what your ANSA club is zll
sbout

Events

Our annual events were all successful, incuding the annusl sportfishing festival (Bundaberg), the Morth Qid
Sportfishing Championships (Hinchinbrook SFC), the Tag-a-toga (Kingaroy SFC) and the South Qid
Interciub Challenge (Southern Brisbane).

In September 2024, QLD Sporffishers, with assistance from our hosts, the Bundsberg Sportfishing club
held our annual Sporfishing Festival. The Bundaberg Sportfishing Festival saw over 80 anglers sttend the
fishing and socisl activities. During the swards dinner Melson Philips (Bundsberg), Helen Johnson
[Hinchinbrook), Jesse Harhoumme. (Redcliffe), snd Ben Homme (Kingaroy) were sll awarded with champion
angler awards, while Caims took out champion club.

The angling awards were then followed by the coveted achievement awards. During which, Bob Avery was
honored fo recsive the Erc Moller award, David Litle the Hamar Midgely awsard and Helen Johnson
received the Phil Brooks award for her contribution to tagging. Congratulations to all our annual award
winners.

In May 2025, the online QLD Sporfishers Statewide Species Challenge was held. Cangratulations o our
winners, Chris Bache (Caims, 37 yesr in & row!!), Helen Johnson (Hinchinbrook, 4th year in & row!l),
Zander Magin (Bundaberg) and Hudson Schiffke (Bundaberg. The Cairns club was well represented during

the event and were rewarded by taking out the club award defending their title from the previous year.

I'd like to take a moment to thank the crew from Southern Brisbane for managing and hosting our Southern
Qid Interclub event earlier this year. Special menfion also fo our events coordinator Mick King for helping
once again to grganise & grest event. The event had fo be postponed dus to terible weather conditions
which increazad the workload. Bundaberg have already confirmed they will be hosting the 2028 interclub so
keep an eye out for a date saver for what is sure fo be another great weekend.
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Significant activities

Cur social media presence iz slowly gaining momentum, and all clubs are encouraged to send noteworthy
items in the above-menticned message group so they can be shared on our Facebook page.

A big year in the way of insurance, | received many guestions and working through these with our broker, it

became clear that cur policy didn't slign with the substructure of having individual clubs. Therefors, upon
hiz recommendation, we have increased our income and execufive numbers to include all the individual

clubs. This has increasad our premium for the year 202528, but thay remain significantly cheaper than the
2023724 and prior years. Mow that we heve each club acting as & subcommittze, some of the
communication requirements for events can be relaxed,

Capiure data quality i= becoming a significant issue as our database grows. The most common methods by
which these issues are uncoverad are via false tagging receptures and competition audits. | estimate that
T0-20% of recapiures are incorract snd unfortunately when neither cne can be proven by way of a photo,
sometimes we are left with no option other than to delete both entries which is 2 waste of time, effort and
roney. We are going to address this in three ways: education, monitoring and website improvements fo
entry form.

Whilz on the topic of the website, it's in need of an upgrade, we have outstanding problems which simply
can't be fised with the current structure. The importance of the website featured in every club’s survey
response and has served us well for the past 8 years, buf fault-finding issues and simple upgrades have
become comples problems which are taking weeks and sometimes months to resolve. We have received a
quote to complete this upgrade and are currently sesking funding from different sources.

Tagging Report

We have had & great year tagaging from all the clubs and tags have been put in far and wide. From the data
gatherad through the ANSA website we have tagged over 1000 fish last year with Barramundi accounting
for cver a third of those tags. 40+ recaptures have been entered into the database for last year. Thosze
recaptured tags have been spread across more than 20 species which is 2 great effort and will give us in
the next few years some great data on fish movements and growth rates.

To ensure our monitoring plans are delivering value, we have developed & survey for each club fo complete
after a review of their plans. This is to defermine if adjustments are needed or whether the plans have
delivered the information the clubs required, and it can now be closed.

Annual Recorders Report

Another zeason has passed and a busy one. There were 133 new ALL TACKLE LENGTH ONLY
RECORDS CLAIMED in the £ divisions, Below is the number of new records for each division and the

most outstanding captures,

ATLO ANGLER FISH LENGTH | LOCATION
DIVISION
SPORTFISHING | Andrew Burke Snubnose Dart 970 Rooney Point
65 Joel Smith Juninr | Longtom 1150 | Mogloglaba
LURE Nelson Philips Giant Queenfish 1165 Karma Wreck
Senior
37 Zander Magin Spanish Mackerel 1120 5 Degree Bundy
Junior
FLY Tedla Morzan Barramundi 1040 Townsville
17 Helen Johnson Diamond Trevally 850 Garden Island
LANDEASED Gregory Green Black Jew 830 Mon REepo Bundy
14 Alex Griffiths Mangrove Jack 520 Canoulture River
Junior
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This season has seen 9 Masters and 21 Species Masters another busy vear.

ATLO ANGLERS CLUB No,
DIVISION
MASTERS | Adam Royle Hinchinbrook SFC 20
g Stephen Dametto Hinchinbrook SFC 10
10 Different | Chris Bache Cairns SFC 40
SPECIES Diego Zambrana Redcliffe Game SFC 10
Shaun Manthey Kingaroy SFC 10,20,30
Nelson Philips Bundaberg SFC 30
Don Patterson Bundaberg SFC 40
ATLO ANGLERS SPECIES Nao,
DIVISION
SPECIES Helen Johnson Sth Saratoga 140 &
MAGTERS 150
10 Same Ken Johnson Sth Saratoga 10
SPECIES Nelson Philips Barramundi 20,30, 40
Dan Patterson Barramundi 10
Don Patterson Cobia a0
Jordan Stoddart Barramundi 10
Chris Bache Golden Snapper | 10
Chris Bache Bludger Trevally | 10
Geoff Champan Rainbow Runner | 10
Helen Johnson Barred Javelin g0
Nelson Philips Cobia 10&20
Nelson Philips Sth Saratoga 10 & 20
Nelson Philips Giant Queenfish | 10
Don Patterson Giant Queenfish | 10& 20
Don Patterson Golden Trevally 10

As you can see there were many masters claims and some outstanding ones, especially

NELSON PHILIPS Barramundi up to 40 over the meter
HELEN JOHNSON with 150 Southern Saratoza

GEOFF CHAPMAN & CHRIS BACHE have been targeting the Khaki Grunter up North taking out many

Etate Masters,

Shaun Manthey
Fresident

QLD Sportfishers

0475 7585129
15872025

35




Helen Johnson with a 850 fly caught Diamond Trevally
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ANSA South Australia Report
Membership Growth
ANSA South Australia closed 2025 with 259 members, an increase of 64 from 2024.

This strong rebound follows the membership challenges we faced during the COVID-19
period, and demonstrates the resilience and dedication of our community.

Committee and Representation
We welcomed Jaki Humphreys to the committee this year.

Jaki’s advocacy for women in fishing has enriched our decision-making and broadened
our outreach, ensuring greater inclusivity across all activities.

Club Network

Last year, ANSA SA’s membership comprised five clubs after losing Whyalla
Sportfishing Club.

I'm pleased to report we have re-affiliated Whyalla, restoring our network to six active
clubs.

Financial Position and Donations
Our financial health remains solid, with stable revenues and prudent cost management.

In 2025 we donated to SAFTAG and plan to continue this support for the next two years,
reinforcing our commitment to fostering sustainable fishing practices.

Club Highlights
o Lower Murray Lure Fishing Club remains our largest affiliate, driven by a strong
freshwater fishing program.
o Freshwater stocking initiatives across SA reservoirs have stimulated regional
tourism and club engagement.
See the Recorders’ Report for detailed catch statistics and stocking outcomes.

Advocacy and Partnerships

ANSA SA continues as an organisational member of Recfish SA, with several of our
members serving on its board.

Our collaborative efforts contributed to the restriction of commercial kingfish harvests
to three per day, effectively curbing mass netting in Upper Spencer Gulf. Early reports
show healthy kingfish schools returning.

Freshwater Opportunities

With the recent algal bloom crisis and reservoirs reopening, freshwater fishing is poised

for significant growth. Additional stocking programs are planned, promising further
boosts to both club activities and local economies.
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Looking Ahead

I'm confident that with our energized membership and dedicated committee, ANSA SA
will continue to lead recreational fishing in South Australia.

Alan Hall
State President.
ANSA SA

South Australia
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ANSA-SA RECORDERS REPORT. 2024/2025

South Australia had a solid 27 records submitted this year with the “All Tackle”
division being a clear winner taking10 claims. It was also interesting to see a

changing trend to fresh water fishing.
Club Total Division | Senior | Junior | S/Junior
Northern Districts Sportfishing Club | 25 | Sportfishing 8
All Tackle 10
LengthOnly | 4 2 1
Young Husband Fishing Club 1 | Length Only 1
Lower Murray Lure Fishing Club 1 | Length Only 1

A nice State and National record Samsonfish weighing
14 32kg on 6 kg line in Sportfishing division for Northern
Districts Sportfishing Club member June Oldenbeuving.

Junior Xavier Goldsmith of the Young Husband
Fishing Club with his State and National record
840mm Length Only Southern BlueFin Tuna.

a State record in Sportfishing division.

An 8.36kg on 3 kg line Southern Bluefin Tuna gave
Richard Hill of the Northern Districts Sportfishing Club
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Sub Junior Rebecca Green of the Northern Districts
Sportfishing Club was elated with her State and
National record 430mm Length Only Silver Perch.




In South Australia, 16 of those 27 records
claimed this year were for fresh water
fishing. 7 for Golden Perch, 7 for Silver
Perch, and 2 for Estuary Perch. This
highlights the great work that was done
several years ago by stocking, and
opening up our freshwater dams and
reservoirs for recreational fishing.

Northern Districts Sportfishing Club Junior
Eddie Green was happy with this Length
Only State record 495mm Golden Perch.

National Masters Keeper Simon Green
with a Length Only State record
535mm Silver Perch.

Lucas Weaver of the Lower Murray Lure Fishing Club
caught and released this awesome Length Only
State record 635mm Golden Perch.

James Goldsmith of the
Northern Districts
Sportfishing Club with a
Length Only State and
National record 800mm
Queen Snapper.

The author with a State
record 2.805kgon 1 kg
line Golden Perch in
Sportfishing division.

South Australia

Paul Wolfendale,

ANSA SA Recorder.
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ANSA Tasmania Report

REPORT NOT SUBMITTED
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ANSA Victoria Report

Membership numbers have increased again this year to 350. We also welcomed a new
club - the Leopold Angling & Aquatic Club to ANSA, taking our number of affiliated
clubs now to 11.

Our 8 Conventions throughout the year were again very well attended with 213 members
attending at least one Convention - a 20% increase on the previous year. The average
attendance for a Convention was 68. We are lucky to so have many dedicated members
who are willing to travel (in some cases several hundred kms) to participate - especially
given the current economic climate.

At this year’s AGM our long-time executive member, Kevin Hunter, stood down. Kevin
has been the Branch Treasurer for the past 6 years and was previously the Branch
Secretary and Convention Co-ordinator for a number of years. His experience and wise
counsel will be missed.

This will be my last Annual Report for Victoria as I have now stepped down as Secretary
following my second stint in this position. Melissa Lorenzin has taken over the role this
year, although I will be staying on as Assistant Secretary for the next 12 months to
support her during the transition. Melissa has been a member of ANSA since she was a
junior and I'm sure will be a real asset for the Association going forward.

Wayne Zita

Secretary
Vic Branch
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ANSA Western Australia Report

REPORT NOT SUBMITTED
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