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PREFACE 

History of ANSA. 
 
ANSA originated as result of fishing developments following the war, an increasing number of anglers 
started using modern tackle mainly bait casting rods and reels imported from the U.S., for bass, 
barramundi and for surfcasting. Developments are reflected clearly in magazines of the period. (Outdoors 
was first published in 1948, Anglers Digest in 1950). 
 
There was an increasing recognition that the sporting value of many Australian species was not reflected 
in existing organisations. 
 
From 1960 forward, a number of people had thought of the idea of a new sportfishing organisation. I do 
not know who was "first" to think of it, but I do know that it was discussed for quite a few years by Sydney 
anglers and people such as myself - a country boy. I can put a finger on one such discussion, held on the 
roadside just south of Kiama, between myself, Jack Erskine and Ed Pratt. That was January 1964 during 
my first round Australia trip. I had started my exploration of Australian fishing on July 1 1963. The next 
couple of years, after repeated visits, I had realised that North Queensland offered the most potential for a 
fishing future. Others such as George Bransford had decided the same way. 
 
I built my home in Cardwell in 1966, with the bricklaying being done by my friend Ed Pratt, who had 
moved north to Cairns about the same time. The ANSA concept was understood by a number of Cairns 
anglers, and I believe its success came because it reflected what was happening to Australian fishing. It 
could not have succeeded otherwise. 
 
In February 1967 we formed the "Australian National Sportfishing Association" at a meeting in the old hall 
at Yorkey's Knob, just north of Cairns.  
 
Within a few months a constitution had been drawn up and an account opened in the Cairns branch of the 
Bank of NSW in the name of the "Australian National Sportfishing Association" It is worth a mention that 
the late Wal Hardy was patron of that initial organisation. 
 
Dick Lewers recorded that the NSW group "got the message" of the Cairns movement and responded by 
forming what was then the NSW division of ANSA on Saturday August 12 1967.  
 
Three months later, in November 1967, Jack Erskine and Clyde Kelton with three NSW sport fishermen 
from Wollongong, John Kettle, Peter Fuller, and Bill Ferguson visited North Queensland in a light plane. 
Discussions took place with the Cairns group and the accepted name of ANSA was endorsed by both 
groups. However, it had already become clear that the NSW fraternity would not accept the Cairns 
constitution. Then, as now, State Divisions (branches) were more representative of regional interests. 
Accordingly, the Cairns ANSA group met on February 7 1968 and became instead the Cairns Sportfishing 
Club.  
 
At this time there was no Queensland Division as such, however Dick Lewers and the National 
Organisation have always recognised that the Cairns Sportfishing Club has the unique distinction of being 
the first ANSA club. 
 
The first NSW ANSA club was the St. George Sportfishing club, which had its first general meeting on 
November 13 1968. On December 13 1969 the first official body was formed as the "Australian National 
Sportfishing Association". The original A.N.S.A. badge design was selected from a competition published 
in "AUSTRALIAN SPORTFISHING", summer edition 1969. The winning design was submitted by John 
Renolds, Liverpool, NSW. 
 
It was agreed to form the first record chart from the then existing Queensland and N.S.W. record charts. 
ANSA's first official Queensland division was formed on August 5 1970 with only three clubs - Cairns, 
Maryborough, and Cardwell, with a State total of 150 members.  
 
So far as ANSA goes the story since has been one of steady growth. We now have more than 200 clubs 
Nationwide. We are represented on every State fishing council, at Federal level, and on IGFA. Looking 
back we can see that the hassles over constitutions and rules, even point scores, were part of the process of 
developing sportfishing on a truly representative and wholly Australian basis. 
 
One of the nicest thoughts is that many of those people who contributed to the forming of the association 
are still with us today. 
 
Vic McCristal 
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The talk on the previous page was given by Vic at a Queensland Statewide meeting held in Cairns, (1988).  
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National Executive Director’s Report (Acting Chairman) 
 
2024/25 has been an interesting year with a mix of good and not so good outcomes. The 
worst of the post virus pandemic and the global financial crisis seem to have passed into 
history but we are still gripped by tragic international conflict and disharmony within 
our own communities and we are continuing to see the dire impacts of global warming 
on our nation and in particular our oceans which are now experiencing unprecedented 
temperature levels with catastrophic impacts on our marine environment. In recent 
years it has been a combination of flood, drought and fires that have caused major 
damage and fish kills across our inland estuaries and river systems and now we are 
seeing a new dimension of catastrophe in the ocean waters of SA with widespread algal 
bloom and related fish kills across a very broad range of fish species and general marine 
life. 

Notwithstanding these alarming and distressing events, most of us are still blessed with 
the opportunity to seek relief from the pressures of life by spending a couple of hours of 
quality time when possible, enjoying being in the open air and having a fish with family 
and friends and maybe even angling a fresh seafood meal as a bonus.   

On reviewing the 2024/25 year from an ANSA perspective, it is pleasing to note that 
there has been a recovering trend in membership with several new ANSA clubs springing 
up across the national branch network. Sadly, though several of our longstanding clubs 
have called it quits due to a combination of circumstances but in the main a failure to 
attract new young members with the carrot of modern technology and an activity agenda 
that appeals to younger fishers. This coupled with a reluctance to take on leadership 
roles at a Committee level has left the running of many clubs in the hands of our 
most senior members who deserve to be out there enjoying life fishing or whatever - not 
running clubs in a manner that may have been fitting many years ago, but not in this 
modern hi tech era. This is not intended to be a criticism of those dedicated older 
members who have staunchly carried their clubs forever but a call for younger members 
to step up and take on this responsibility for leadership. Our future is dependent upon 
leadership renewal and fresh ideas. 
 
Also pleasing is the notable increase in Record claims and Masters Awards, ANSA 
conventions and other events and competitions over the year. This reflects the 
dedication and innovation of those individuals who give up their precious time to keep 
the ANSA flag flying and carry the burden of administering branch and club affairs and 
the promotion of sportfishing and merits of being part of a progressive ANSA 
fishing club network. 
 
To those branches, clubs and individuals that have taken the lead and reshape the appeal 
of ANSA, congratulations on your achievements and please keep up the 
momentum.  The ever growing popularity of recreational fishing presents great 
opportunities for ANSA to build and remain a strong and appealing forward thinking 
recreational fishing peak body. 
 
 
Given the social and economic value of recreational fishing to the nation and its member 
states it is evident that more recognition must be given to the sector by government at all 
levels and our value properly measured when making policy which impacts directly or 
indirectly upon recreational fishing. It is up to all of us collectively as recreational fishers 
and as individuals to get this message across to all within the broad circle of government. 

In this context it is pleasing to see that NSW is finally making progress towards the 
establishment of a properly funded recreational fishing representative peak body. This 
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has been an ambition of ANSA NSW and other NSW recreational fishers for many 
decades. Let’s hope that our time is right and we get the peak body we deserve. Also, it is 
encouraging that Qld is looking to rebuild the presence of Sunfish as the independent 
recreational fisher peak body for that great fishing state. 

I mentioned last year that Recfish Australia, the once nationally recognised peak body 
for all Australian recreational fishers was in the process of being voluntarily wound up. 
The role and functions of Recfish Australia were absorbed by the Australian Recreational 
Fishing Foundation (ARFF) of which ANSA is a founding and active full member. As a 
consequence of the winding up, funds on hand of some $70000 had to be disbursed on 
projects that were consistent with the stated objectives of Recfish Australia. This has 
resulted in some $32000 being made available to support the Angel Ring and Fishing 
Safety projects administered by ANSA and the NSW RFA. A further $34500 has been set 
aside as a Recfish Australia Bursary fund which will be administered by FRDC and 
match funded. The bursary fund will be used to assist with the professional development 
of emerging leaders in the recreational fishing sector. This is a fitting legacy for Recfish 
Australia which did and achieved so much for recreational fishing over its operating life. 

In terms of the FRDC /Recfish Bursary I did recently ask branches to encourage 
members from within their ranks to consider applying for a bursary to cover the cost of 
participating in the World Recreational Fishing Conference to be held in South Africa 
over 21- 26 February 2026, This is a remarkable opportunity for emerging young leaders 
in the recfishing sector to learn, share and network with leading recreational fishing 
experts from over 20 countries worldwide. I believe there have been one or two ANSA 
members who have expressed interest in this once in a lifetime opportunity. I wish them 
success with their applications and the opportunity to take on rewarding roles leading 
ANSA into the future. 

I still actively engage with BOM, CSIRO, FRDC and other related government agencies 
in briefings on the concerning impact of ocean warming on our marine habitat and 
marine life generally, but especially coral bleaching, the spawning/reproduction cycle for 
many fish and crustacean species and the migration of pelagic species. Currently most of 
our national oceans are running temperatures of 3 degrees above those recorded for 
2020 and there is every indication this will worsen over the remainder of the decade. 
Over the past year we have across most Australian territorial ocean waters experienced 
the warmest water temperatures on record. There are also terrestrial environmental 
impacts that flow on from these elevated water temperatures, and we can expect more 
chaotic weather across much of Australia with severe economic consequences for the 
nation. This is very scary stuff which we presently don't have ready answers for or 
solutions on how to deal with impacts including the national economic cost. I will 
continue to remain in the BOM working group which now has almost 150 individuals 
engaged mainly scientists but also representatives from various government agencies 
and the commercial and recreational fishing sectors. These are concerning issues we 
appear to have little influence or control over but need to be aware of what is happening 
and expected to happen.  

In this context, we as recreational fishers with a strong conservation ethos need to be on 
guard to preserve and enhance our environmental social licence by doing more to better 
look after our marine environment particularly at a practical grass root level. There are 
endless opportunities for ANSA members to get more involved with fish habitat 
preservation and rehabilitation activities such as tree planting, river and stream repair 
/cleanups, oyster reef installations and citizen science projects with bodies such as 
Ozfish who are always looking for new partners to jointly undertake projects. This is 
great way to build on the social licence of recreational fishing and to make a positive and 
meaningful difference to our marine habitat and environment as well as interacting with 
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like-minded individuals who could be potential club members. If you want to know more 
about Ozfish visit the website (info@ozfish.org.au) or get in touch with me direct. 
 
I mentioned in my report for last year, concerns about proposed projects for offshore 
wind power generation and gas extraction and the potential related impacts upon fishing 
access and the marine environment these projects may create. Thankfully most of these 
clean energy projects will take a long time to progress and are capital intensive and 
already there have been a number of projects where the marine area intended for 
development have been considerably reduced via state or federal government 
intervention in reaction to community backlash on environmental grounds. Since last 
year some projects have been aborted or deferred due to questionable economic 
outcomes, concerns over social license repercussions and tougher environmental 
regulation. The national quest for clean energy power to locally produce exportable 
green metals, alloys and processed rare earth minerals etc will be a major influence on 
the development of offshore power sources as will the impact of high export tariffs 
recently imposed by the USA for these products. We will continue to keep an eye on this. 
 
The Recfishing Research arm of FRDC is still working with ANSA and other peak body 
members of the Australian Recreational Fishing Foundation (ARFF) to develop a 2024 - 
29 strategic plan to address the pressing research needs of the Australian recreational 
fishing sector and to tackle the significant changes facing the sector. The vision of the 
plan is as bold as it is important " kids are able to fish safely, accessibly, close to home 
and successfully". The strategic plan will be available for release shortly and I will be 
attending an FRDC funded workshop in Adelaide early this November to undertake a 
final review of the plan. I am confident the plan, once finalised, will serve as a valuable 
tool for the recreational sector to gain more and better outcomes for the sector. We are 
also looking at ways to expand the role and acceptance of citizen science undertaken 
within the recfishing sector. Watch this space. 
 
Things have been relatively quiet on the Commonwealth Marine Park perspective. I was 
intending to attend a joint workshop of all Commonwealth marine park advisory 
committees late last year but had to cancel out due to other commitments. On reviewing 
the issues that were dealt with at that workshop there was nothing of direct concern to 
recreational fishing, but I am mindful that the ambition by some conservation groups to 
increase the size of no fish protection zones within the marine parks network is still 
active. One initiative that did come out of the workshop was a collective formal request 
to the Minister for Environment (Murray Watt) to provide a 10-year guaranteed funding 
commitment to adequately cover the cost of  effectively reviewing and administering the 
national network of marine parks over the next 10 years - ANSA was a joint signatory to 
this request. A formal response from the Minister is still awaited. 
 
Technology wise it is evident that several state branches are experiencing challenges 
with their websites. This can be attributable to several factors including hacking but in 
the main the most common challenge is the reliance on one or two individual members 
or an external supplier of technology, to set up and maintain websites. When these 
parties, for whatever reason, are no longer in a position to carry on their roles and there 
is no knowledge hand over, things tend to go off the rail. I am mindful that each state 
branch has its own unique website, which makes sense considering some Branches run 
their tagging, records processing, competitions and membership via their websites. 
Maybe there could be financial and security advantages for the development of a 
common website platform for ANSA national and branches and for the development and 
ongoing maintenance to be undertaken by a technical organisation that has the skills 
and the long-term viability to undertake these roles. This will be a topic for discussion at 
the AGM. 
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Also, while on the topic of technology, I must apologise for the problems we have 
experienced in running ANSA merchandise on the national website. Unfortunately, 
while orders have been placed and paid for by members, the data on these transactions 
was not conveyed to National and the orders were not fulfilled. We have now cleared the 
backlog and are looking at a new process for ordering and paying for ANSA 
merchandise. The current ordering and payment process has been temporarily removed 
from the National website. As an interim measure, if you have an urgent need for ANSA 
Merchandise, then please get in touch with Joe Garufi. 
 
Financially, ANSA National is in a sound position. Our cash reserves and inventory 
stand at $107.1k and we are continuing to restore revenue post Covid. Revenue 
generated over 2024/25 was $17.8k, with expenditure at $10.5k generating a surplus of 
$7k for the year. ANSA is budgeting to achieve a break even result over the coming 
2024/25 year based on a slight increase in membership fee revenue and improved 
interest earnings on its term deposit. On the expenditure side we have built in a 
provision to cover the cost of a face-to-face meeting over 2025. The National executive 
will endeavor to improve this outcome by lifting revenue and containing expenses where 
possible. 

 On closing I must express my regret that we did not come together over the past year, 
but I am confident we will address this by early 2026. There is much to be discussed, and 
this can only be best achieved by frank and open dialogue on a face-to-face basis over a 
couple of days. I also take this opportunity to acknowledge and express my gratitude for 
the support provided by my colleagues on the National executive and to those branch 
committee members and their affiliated club members who are the backbone of ANSA. 

Regards 

 

John Burgess. 
Executive Officer/ Director. ANSA National Ltd. 
Vice President. ANSA NSW. 
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National Finance Director’s Report  
 

ANSA - AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION LTD 

FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2025 

Financial statements for the financial year end 30 June 2025 together with comparative results 

for the preceding year are appended. The following points are highlighted: 

a) The Association traded at a surplus of $7237 for the 2024/25 year. This was an improvement 

on the budgeted deficit of $130 and close to the surplus of $8052 generated over 2023/24. 

 

b) Revenue over the 2024/25 year of $17719 was in excess of budget forecast of $15800. Member 

affiliation fees $12837 were in line with budget $12000 and slightly ahead of fee revenue $11998 

generated over 2023/24. Bank interest of $2381 was slightly below budget $2500 but 

significantly ahead of interest revenue earned in past years due to higher deposit rates. Web 

advertising revenue was $220 in contrast to budget $300. ANSA Ware sales of $2281 were above   

budget $1000 and would have been higher had it not been for ordering problems with PayPal.  

 

c) Expenditure over the 2024/25 year was $10482 as compared to budget $15930.  Main 

variances to budget were savings on travel and accom expenses $282 (budget $4000), 

conference fees $0 (budget $1000), ANSA Promotion $0 (budget $500), donations/tributes $0 

(budget $200), Rule Book Printing $0 (budget $2000), Website $0 (budget $1000). All other 

expenditures were closely in line with budget projections other than for Records and Masters 

expenses of $1884 as opposed to budget $300. This was due to the need to restock badges etc. 

 

 d) The Association at year end 30 June 2025 possessed total assets of $107147 ($99910@ 2024)  

consisting of cash at bank $26322, term deposit $75066, ANSA Ware stock on hand $3408 and 

accrued but unpaid interest $2351. Overall the association had a net equity of $107147 at  

30 June 2025. 

e) A financial budget forecast for the 2025/26 year is attached. For the coming year the 
association is forecasting a surplus of $1070. This surplus is predicated on revenue for the 
coming year of $18800 which is on par with last year's revenue of $17719. Ongoing elevated 
interest rates on term deposits should generate some $2500 over 2025/26 as compared to 
modest interest earnings over  recent years and an increase  in ANSA Ware sales to $3000 is 
forecast. Additional ANSA Brag mats will need to be purchased over the year and $2000 has 
been allowed for this expense  

d)  Expenditure of $17730 is forecast for 2025/26 which is much the same as last year’s budget 
of $15993 but well above last year's spend of $10482. Major budget expenses include $4000 for 
travel and accommodation - this expenditure relates mainly  to a proposed face to face meeting 
of the national executive and branch delegates sometime over the year, Conference fees $1000  
and a $2000 allowance  for possible upgrade of the website have been allowed for. Other 
forecast expenses are in line with last year's expenditure. 

The Board will endeavour to improve the projected deficit by containing expenses where 
possible. 

 

 

Patricia Wloch 

Finance Director  

 

15 November 2025 
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National Membership Director’s Report 
 
ANSA National’s total overall membership at the year ending 30.6.2025 was hovering just under 
3000 members nationally. Our overall membership is trending up, and hopefully this coming 
financial year we will see the membership surpass 3000.  
 
Branch census and membership forms are very important. Completing the census form correctly 
and receiving the quarterly membership by the due dates for each quarter is essential. To date all 
branch census forms have been received and our contact email database has been updated. I 
urge all States to update their committee contact details for the coming financial year 
(2024/2025) and get these details to me urgently. It is imperative that a new census form be 
completed and submitted to ANSA National. This ensures the flow of information is reaching the 
desired contacts in each State. Membership form submissions by most States have not been 
received for the first quarter of the 2025/2026 year and were due on the 31st of October 2025. The 
States are urged to get returns in on time. If there are Branches that need any sort of assistance 
each quarter, please contact me and collectively we can work things out. 
 
If you do not receive ANSA National information, please contact me and I can sort this out with 
you or your Branch or Club. 
 
Promotion of ANSA at a National, Branch and Club level is a high priority, particularly as a 
means of sourcing new members. ANSA National has its high-quality promotional brochures. 
These brochures have been available for some time now. The brochures can be tailored to suit 
the unique needs of individual Branches and Clubs. The brochures are available free to Branches 
and Clubs upon request. Contact me if you require a supply.  
 
Other promotional material such as ANSA merchandise is still available and was moving ahead 
in leaps and bounds, until PayPal changed their level of authentication protocols, which changed 
the way ANSA National received notification of orders. I won’t go into this much further, but it’s 
been challenging.  Unfortunately, while orders have been placed and paid for by members, the 
data on these transactions was not conveyed to ANSA National and the orders were not fulfilled. 
We have now cleared the backlog and are looking at a new process for ordering and paying for 
ANSA merchandise. The current ordering and payment process has been temporarily removed 
from the ANSA National website. As an interim measure, if you have an urgent need for ANSA 
Ware pleased contact me directly and I will organise it for you. We hope to be back on line by 
January 2026, when all your ANSA merchandise can be purchase online by simply visiting the 
“ANSA Shop” on our website at www.ansa.com.au/shop/. 
 
Remember, ANSA ware can be used to promote ANSA and your club and serve as an effective 
membership recruitment tool. Prices are very reasonable throughout the entire product range.  
 
ANSA National’s website is traveling well. The website address is www.ansa.com.au.  
 
The ANSA National Facebook page is active and has over 1200 follows. This is similar followers 
to this time last year (1213 likes). If you haven’t liked the ANSA National Facebook page, please 
do. Make sure you promote the ANSA National Facebook page amongst your member clubs. The 
page itself hits thousands of Facebook walls and is just another way ANSA is ensuring current 
information and events can be communicated to its members nationally, whilst raising the 
interests of those who are not yet ANSA members. Visit the ANSA National Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/ANSA.National.  
 
 
 

 
 
Joe Garufi 
Business Director 
ANSA National 
 

http://www.ansa.com.au/shop/
http://www.ansa.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/ANSA.National
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National Recorder’s Report (Line Class) 
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National Recorder’s Report (Trophy Length Only) 
 
Over the past 12 months there have been 27 new National Length only Records 
submitted from 4 States.  NSW, QLD, SA and WA resulting in a very slow season. Over 
50 % of these captures were released.   
 
NSW with 1 
QLD with 20 
SA with 4 
WA with 2 

 
Some of the most outstanding captures were Kasey Parkinson with a Murray Cod of 
1240 mm captured from the Murray River. 
 
Andrew Burke with a Permit of 970 mm taken on the Northern end of Faser Is. On Lure 
John Scott with a Morwong Queen Snapper of 920mm S.A. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Tight lines, 

 
Ken Johnson 
National Trophy Length Recorder 
Kfish1955@bigpond.com 
0417114103 
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Masters Claims By State
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National Masters Keeper Report 
 
I hope that this report finds you all safe and well. This year has been another great year 
for both the quantity and quality of Masters claims. We had 70 Masters claims which 
puts us at over 150 claims in the past 2 years. This is a great number and is a testament 
to the number of great fish we have on offer to catch. 
 
Again, this year QLD led the way with the amount of claims at 30 with SA coming a close 
second with 25 claims. ACT had 6 claims, VIC 5 and NSW 4. Overall a good spread of 
claims throughout the country. 
 

 
 
This year of the 70 claims, 47 were Trophy Length Specie, 13 for Trophy Length, 5 for 
Sportfishing, 2 for Gamefishing and one each for Freshwater Impoundment, Handline 
and Land Based Sportfishing. There were 19 different species claimed as part of the 
Trophy Length Specie which is one more species than last year. The most popular specie 
this year was Bight Redfish (Nannygai) with 7 claims closely followed by Slimy Mackerel 
with 6 claims and then Barramundi and Saratoga with 5 claims each.  
 
It was good to see claims in categories that aren’t very common with special mentions to 
Chris Stolk from Wollongong for his Handline Masters which took 24 years to complete, 
Paul Cooper from South Sydney AFA for his Land Based Sportfishing which took 19 
years to complete and Steve Bailey from Canberra Fishermans Club for his Freshwater 
Impoundment Masters which took 13 years to complete. The dedication shown by these 
three gentlemen to achieve these Masters is outstanding, well done. 
 
Nelson Phillips from Bundaberg SFC was the top achiever this year with 9 master’s 
claims including 40 Trophy Length Barramundi, well done Nelson on your dedication 
year after year. Simon Green from Northern Districts SFC had 8 masters claims and 
Richard Hill from Northern Districts SFC and Don Patterson from Bundaberg SFC had 6 
claims each.  
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A report can’t go by without mentioning Helen Johnson from Bundaberg SFC, this year 
she managed her 150th Trophy Length Saratoga, and 80 Javelin Fish, well done Helen 
these magnificent achievements. Don Patterson claimed his 30 Cobia Trophy Length 
Masters as well as 40 Trophy Length Masters. Chris Bache from Cairns SFC also claimed 
his 40 Trophy Length Masters. Richard Hill claimed his 60 Silver Trevally and Simon 
Green claimed his 60 Bight Redfish (Nannygai). Shaun Manthey from Kingaroy SFC 
managed to claim his 30 Trophy Length Masters and special mention to Keith Chapman 
who managed his 30 Sportfishing Masters. Well done to all of these folk as well as 
everyone else who got a Masters this year.  
 

 
I always look forward to new Masters claims coming through and seeing what people 
have achieved, so please get them through to your local adjudicator. I hope that we all 
have a great fishing year with plenty of Masters claims crossing my desk.  
 
 
Simon Green 
Master Keeper 
ANSA National 
simon.green.80@outlook.com.au 
Ph: 0456866318 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:simon.green.80@outlook.com.au
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ANSA New South Wales Report 
 
Challenges Facing ANSA NSW in 2024 /2025 
 
Our membership numbers have steadily recovered post Covid and we now have a 
combined membership of just under 900 spread over 17 affiliated clubs across NSW - 
this includes 3 new clubs namely the Channon Fishing Club, Malua Bay Fishing Club 
and Sussex Inlet Fishing club. Unfortunately efforts to resurrect the legendary Nowra 
Sportfishing Club and the Australian Land Based Anglers Association did not prove 
productive. 
  
We are still a long way short of where we were some 6 years ago when our membership 
was in the region 1200 and we had some 40 affiliated clubs, but I am confident we will 
continue to recover membership numbers going forward. Most other ANSA state 
branches are experiencing a similar pattern of recovery with new clubs replacing those 
that had their day. In NSW we are fortunate to be able to offer access to the ANSA Public 
Liability Insurance Scheme for newly established clubs and also to provide guidance on 
the process of incorporation and constitution drafting - these services have been a major 
source of new club memberships over past years and will hopefully continue.  
 
We are finally making some headway towards the establishment of an independent and 
adequately funded peak body to represent the interests of recreational fishers in NSW. 
Stan Konstantaras has been a driving force behind this process and keeping the current 
NSW government to its pre election commitment to deliver on such a body. The NSW 
government has recently announced approval for the establishment of the peak body but 
the devil will be in the detail of just what this will entail and the interpretation of 
independence and who will be the elected representative voices of recreational fishing. 
This will remain a work in progress. 
  
Below are the issues that resonated with ANSA NSW in 2024 / 2025 and I thought it 
would be interesting to present these as opportunities, challenges and what role ANSA 
NSW has played in this space. It will hopefully get the conversation going amongst us. 
 
Digital Platforms – Changing the Way NSW Fishes 
Digital platforms are reshaping recreational fishing across NSW. Mobile apps and online 
portals now provide live marine weather, tide and swell forecasts, zoning maps, and 
safety alerts. Platforms like DECKEE and various fish ID/tagging apps are making trip 
planning safer and more efficient. Social media also plays a strong role in connecting 
anglers, sharing catches, and mobilising around local issues. 
 
With these benefits come pressures. Social media “spot exposure” has accelerated 
crowding at popular estuaries, rock platforms, and offshore marks. Reports of increased 
conflict between users, littering, and over-fishing in highlighted spots are growing. Not 
all digital content is accurate—fishers often encounter outdated zoning maps or 
misleading closure notices. Data privacy and how personal trip logs are stored or shared 
also remain concerns. 
 
ANSA’s response: 

 Partnering with NSW developers like DECKEE to ensure boating and safety data 
is accurate, accessible, and multilingual. 

 Encouraging responsible use of social media—celebrating catches without 
oversharing sensitive locations. 

 Continued support of  research projects that integrate digital citizen-science data 
with traditional fishery surveys, improving decision-making. 
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Climate and environmental extremes. 
 
Marine heatwaves and fish distribution. The east coast of NSW has seen 
unusually warm currents, disrupting seasonal patterns of key species such as kingfish, 
snapper, and tailor. Recreational fishers are reporting altered migration windows, 
shifting hotspots, and more erratic catch rates. Habitat stress, including bleaching of 
inshore reefs and seagrass beds, further compounds the challenge. 
 
Flooding and water quality. Repeated rainfall and flood events in catchments like 
the Hawkesbury–Nepean and Clarence have carried sediment and debris into estuaries, 
reducing water quality and affecting both fishing and boating safety. Freshwater fishers 
in impoundments also report fluctuating productivity due to inflows and turbidity. 
 
ANSA’s response: 

 Sharing Bureau of Meteorology marine forecasts with clubs, ensuring fishers plan 
safely. 

 Supporting citizen-science tagging and logbook programs to track species 
distribution changes. 

 Advocating for estuary restoration funding to offset flood impacts. 
 
Offshore wind energy and access concerns. 
 
Illawarra and Hunter wind zones. Two of NSW’s most heavily fished offshore 
regions are now the center of proposed offshore wind developments. The Hunter zone 
was declared in 2023, with industry interest continuing into 2025, while the Illawarra 
zone has been reshaped following local opposition. Fishers remain concerned about 
access to reefs and gamefish migration paths, the extent of exclusion zones, and 
cumulative impacts on regional boating and tourism. 
 
Local sentiment. Fishing clubs report anxiety about losing grounds they’ve used for 
generations, as well as frustration at consultation processes that often feel rushed or 
overly technical. The uncertainty is affecting investment in charter businesses and long-
range boats. 
 
ANSA’s response: 

 Pushing for clear access rights within wind farm areas wherever safe navigation is 
possible. 

 Ensuring fishers’ knowledge of reefs, wrecks, and currents is on the table during 
planning. 

 Calling for transparent data collection before construction begins, so changes can 
be tracked fairly. 

 
Shark depredation 
From Coffs Harbour through to Port Stephens, shark depredation remains a major 
frustration. Gamefish such as marlin and tuna are being lost to sharks before landing, 
with anglers reporting wasted effort, high fuel costs, and declining morale. The issue is 
particularly acute during peak summer tournaments, raising both animal welfare and 
sustainability concerns. 
 
ANSA’s response: 

 Promoting education on best practice to shorten fight times and reduce shark 
interactions. 

 Supporting trials of deterrent technologies and tagging studies of shark 
movement. 

 Advocating for more research funding directed specifically at recreational 
depredation losses. 
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Waterway access, infrastructure, and safety. 
 
Boat ramps. NSW fishers continue to face bottlenecks at boat ramps, with limited 
parking, poor design, and inadequate maintenance. Issues with cars parking in trailer 
bays, poor lighting, and steep, slippery gradients disproportionately affect families, older 
fishers, and people with disabilities. 
 
Rock fishing safety. Despite ongoing education campaigns, rock fishing fatalities have 
continued in 2025. Many high-risk platforms remain poorly signposted, with 
inconsistent enforcement of mandatory lifejacket rules between LGAs. 
 
ANSA’s response: 

 Advocating for a statewide audit of boat ramp accessibility and safety features, 
not just maintenance. 

 Calling for blanket enforcement powers to keep car parks available for trailers. 
 Supporting multilingual safety campaigns and working with councils to improve 

rock platform signage and rescue infrastructure. 
 Angel Rings 

 
Cost-of-living pressures 
Rising fuel and insurance costs are squeezing household budgets. Offshore fishers in 
particular are facing higher costs per trip, especially as species distributions shift farther 
south or offshore. Ramp fees, gear prices, and storage add to the strain, raising barriers 
for younger anglers and families. 
 
ANSA’s response: 

 Expanding shore-based events, clinics, and competitions that don’t require large 
boats. 

 Advocating for fair ramp pricing and more government investment in community 
fishing facilities. 

 Promoting the role of recreational fishing in local economies, ensuring 
policymakers see the return on infrastructure spending. 

 
Contaminants and advisories 
NSW anglers continue to face fishing restrictions in urbanised catchments due to PFAS 
contamination and other legacy pollutants, particularly around Sydney and the Hunter. 
These advisories, often inconsistently communicated, undermine confidence in fishing 
as a healthy, family-friendly activity. 
 
ANSA’s response: 

 Calling for a consistent, statewide advisory system with clear signage at affected 
waterways. 

 Advocating for more testing and public reporting, including when sites are safe 
again. 

 Helping fishers understand risks through club communication channels. 
 
Community trust and social licence 
In urban Sydney, Wollongong, and Newcastle, tensions are increasing at crowded 
foreshore areas. Misleading “no fishing” signs, local anti-fishing campaigns, and 
competition with swimmers and divers create conflict. Without strong advocacy, 
recreational fishers risk losing their place in shared spaces. 
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ANSA’s response: 
 Supporting local clean-ups, fish-care demonstrations, and community events to 

build goodwill. 
 Ensuring members have up-to-date zoning maps and can challenge 

misinformation. 
 Working with Traditional Owners to incorporate cultural knowledge into fishing 

education and events. 
 
Political Interference and the Groper Ban 
Background. 
In 2024, the NSW Government introduced a ban on the take of the Eastern Blue Groper 
— a species long cherished by recreational fishers as a resilient, iconic coastal fish. The 
decision was not based on evidence of population decline or sustainability risks, but 
followed a campaign by anti-fishing lobby groups who framed groper fishing as a 
cultural taboo and leveraged public sentiment through political channels. 
 
Concerns. 

 Evidence overlooked: Independent scientific advice indicated the species was 
stable under existing management, yet the ban was implemented without a 
comprehensive stock assessment. 

 Process bypassed: The change was introduced without proper consultation with 
recreational fishing groups, including ANSA NSW, and with little consideration of 
economic and cultural impacts. 

 Precedent set: Many fishers fear this could open the door for further politically 
motivated closures, undermining trust in fisheries management and sidelining 
the principle of evidence-based decision-making. 

 
Impacts on fishers. 

 The groper ban has confused regulations, as the species is still commonly 
encountered inshore. 

 Long-standing cultural practices of catching groper — often part of family fishing 
traditions on the NSW coast — were ended abruptly. 

 Community confidence in consultation processes has eroded, particularly among 
regional fishers who feel city-based campaigns dictated the outcome. 

 
ANSA’s response. 

 Publicly opposed the ban on the grounds of poor process and lack of evidence. 
 Called for an independent review of fisheries decision-making, ensuring scientific 

data and proper consultation are central to future policy. 
 Engaged with clubs and members to document the social and cultural significance 

of species like groper, so these values are recognised in management frameworks. 
 Advocated for transparency around which groups are influencing policy and the 

role of lobbying in fisheries outcomes. 
 
Looking ahead: Priorities for ANSA NSW in 2026 

 Access and infrastructure: push for a statewide audit and upgrade of ramps, 
pontoons, and parking, with accessibility as a standard design feature. 

 Fair treatment in planning: ensure recreational fishing interests are central 
in offshore wind and marine spatial planning. 

 Climate adaptation: integrate marine heatwave forecasts and species 
movement data into fishing calendars. 

 Safety: stronger enforcement of rock fishing lifejacket laws and support for 
councils to improve signage and rescue facilities. 

 Youth pathways: invest in low-cost clinics and schools programs to ensure the 
next generation connects with fishing. 
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New South Wales sportfishers face growing challenges—from hotter oceans and 
industrial expansion offshore, to bottlenecks at ramps and rising household costs. Yet 
the passion for fishing is undiminished. With strong advocacy, smart infrastructure, and 
continued stewardship, ANSA NSW and its members can ensure fishing remains safe, 
sustainable, and accessible for every community along the NSW coast and inland waters. 
 
ANSA NSW would like to make mention of the recent passing of Bill Harvey (OAM). Bill 
was a life Member of ANSA NSW and his home club St George Sport Fishing Club. Bill 
was President of ANSA NSW for many years and served on the state executive in many 
roles spanning the  mid 70s right through to  early 2000. Bill had a profound influence 
on myself and many others in steering ANSA through some very challenging times and 
was always the true gentleman. His traditional presence at will be missed but his legacy 
and contribution to ANSA will not be forgotten.  RIP Bill. 
 
 

 
Stan Konstantaras 
President 
ANSA New South Wales 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 32 

ANSA Queensland Report 
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ANSA South Australia Report 

Membership Growth 

ANSA South Australia closed 2025 with 259 members, an increase of 64 from 2024. 

This strong rebound follows the membership challenges we faced during the COVID-19 
period, and demonstrates the resilience and dedication of our community. 

Committee and Representation 

We welcomed Jaki Humphreys to the committee this year. 

Jaki’s advocacy for women in fishing has enriched our decision-making and broadened 
our outreach, ensuring greater inclusivity across all activities. 

Club Network 

Last year, ANSA SA’s membership comprised five clubs after losing Whyalla 
Sportfishing Club. 

I’m pleased to report we have re-affiliated Whyalla, restoring our network to six active 
clubs. 

Financial Position and Donations 

Our financial health remains solid, with stable revenues and prudent cost management. 

In 2025 we donated to SAFTAG and plan to continue this support for the next two years, 
reinforcing our commitment to fostering sustainable fishing practices. 

Club Highlights 

 Lower Murray Lure Fishing Club remains our largest affiliate, driven by a strong 
freshwater fishing program. 

 Freshwater stocking initiatives across SA reservoirs have stimulated regional 
tourism and club engagement. 

See the Recorders’ Report for detailed catch statistics and stocking outcomes. 

Advocacy and Partnerships 

ANSA SA continues as an organisational member of Recfish SA, with several of our 
members serving on its board. 

Our collaborative efforts contributed to the restriction of commercial kingfish harvests 
to three per day, effectively curbing mass netting in Upper Spencer Gulf. Early reports 
show healthy kingfish schools returning. 

Freshwater Opportunities 

With the recent algal bloom crisis and reservoirs reopening, freshwater fishing is poised 
for significant growth. Additional stocking programs are planned, promising further 
boosts to both club activities and local economies. 
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Looking Ahead 

I’m confident that with our energized membership and dedicated committee, ANSA SA 
will continue to lead recreational fishing in South Australia. 

 
 
Alan Hall 
State President. 
ANSA SA 
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ANSA Tasmania Report 
 
REPORT NOT SUBMITTED 
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ANSA Victoria Report 
 
Membership numbers have increased again this year to 350.  We also welcomed a new 
club - the Leopold Angling & Aquatic Club to ANSA, taking our number of affiliated 
clubs now to 11. 
 
Our 8 Conventions throughout the year were again very well attended with 213 members 
attending at least one Convention - a 20% increase on the previous year.  The average 
attendance for a Convention was 68.  We are lucky to so have many dedicated members 
who are willing to travel (in some cases several hundred kms) to participate - especially 
given the current economic climate. 
 
At this year’s AGM our long-time executive member, Kevin Hunter, stood down.  Kevin 
has been the Branch Treasurer for the past 6 years and was previously the Branch 
Secretary and Convention Co-ordinator for a number of years.  His experience and wise 
counsel will be missed. 
 
This will be my last Annual Report for Victoria as I have now stepped down as Secretary 
following my second stint in this position.  Melissa Lorenzin has taken over the role this 
year, although I will be staying on as Assistant Secretary for the next 12 months to 
support her during the transition.  Melissa has been a member of ANSA since she was a 
junior and I’m sure will be a real asset for the Association going forward.  
 
Wayne Zita 
Secretary 
Vic Branch 
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ANSA Western Australia Report 
 

REPORT NOT SUBMITTED 


